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In last month’s newsletter of March 2017, we présgman extensive introduction to the book of the
Revelation, wherein we concluded that the datdisfwriting was just a few years prior to the eridhe first
century AD. We examined the document’s authentagythe inspired word of God and its rightful plagthin
the canon of Holy Scripture, and we discussed ut®dn authorship confirming that the human writes wa
undoubtedly John, the Apostle of Jesus Christ.

As the first century AD was coming to a close, Jdha last living Apostle, would soon no longerdresent
on earth to oversee the churches in his chargeintgahe church without any direct apostolic guickan
However, when John departed through natural déataddition to his Gospel and his three epistles €t
behind a very unique prophetic document — the iastybook of our Bible. We discussed the rigid clofogy
and the quality of this text, which consists ofesiess of heavenly visions given to John the Appsileich he
wrote down in an allegorical format using inspiradtaphors to aid our understanding of things tfresbayond
any human means of visual perception. John recehisdlivinely inspired vision while he was exiled the
very rugged thirteen square mile island of Patriazsited about sixty miles southwest of Ephesubendiegean
Sea.

We also considered various contemporary methodstefpreting the document, concluding that only a
straight-forward literal sense of the text withifudure-prophetic context serves to preserve itg mtent and
purpose. All other interpretations require a gaabunt of manipulation of the text, which deviaft@sn its
original intent to the extent that it effectivelgds to or takes away from the words of the propheeyl of
which we are severely warned never to do (cf. Rel&19). Keeping that admonition firmly in mindew
shall now begin a careful exposition of the proghé&xt of this document from beginning to end titay
within this newsletter and continuing on withinexiss of future newsletters:

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unin, to shew unto his servants things which must
shortly come to pass; and he sent and signifieég tis angel unto his servant John: who bare reobtte
word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Chest] of all things that he saw” (Re. 1:1,2). Thetfiive
words of this first verse gives us the proper tiié¢he document: “The Revelation of Jesus Chridtiie word
translated “revelation” ispokalupsisin the Greek, which means a “disclosing” or “utivgy” of things
previously hidden from view. The stated purpose¢has document is to inform all of the Lord's sergaof
things to come at the time surrounding His secahcat. The revelation originates with God, the Eatis
delivered through Jesus Christ, explained by aadpings to John, who in turn provides it to altieé Lord’s
servants through this written record. John usedwbrds “to show,” which refers to the many “alleigai
word pictures” he uses in describing the visiorat thake up this document. These “word picturesluthe
symbols given to John by angels, which John in tised as metaphors to represent real things, meraod
events that must take place. The word “shortly’nidin the text igachosin the Greek, which means that all
things must occur within a very brief span of tirtigt is, “quickly” or “speedily” once they begilt.does not
imply an immediate beginning of events within a t@abf hours, days, weeks, or even years.

We find the profound blessing we spoke of last hantverse 3: “Blessed is he that readeth, and ity
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep thosgshivhich are written therein: for the time is ahéi” (Re.
1:3). The words of this prophecy are intended todagl and spoken aloud that others may hear, batlhtey
may hold the words of this prophecy within theimas and hearts. The Greek word used for “at hamdtiis
verse isegguswhich means “near” in the sense that all has meade ready to occur at a time appointed.
Again, this does not imply immediacy such that duhd be fulfilled in the lifetimes of Jesus' apestl as
today's Preterist has falsely assumed (cf. NevesIbtarch 2017).

Next, John greets the churches to which this dootimvas initially intended: “John to the seven clhes
which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peacan fnim which is, and which was, and which is to epm
and from the seven Spirits which are before hiertat (Re. 1:4). Asia in this verse is what we ratetoday
as Asia Minor and specifically the nation of Turk@hese churches were all overseen by John from the
central church located in Ephesus, in which he alsg its pastor. The seven spirits represent tHg Spirit
in all his unity, perfection, and completeness, wdrapowers the churches by indwelling seven elect



messengers — to be discussed later. As we notechtagh, the number seven in Scripture designatiésets
or completeness and is used throughout the Remelatiwhich all things reach a complete state dfifoent.

John extends his personal greeting as also comamg Jesus Christ: “And from Jesus Christ, who & th
faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dleand the prince of the kings of the earth. Unta that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his owondland hath made us kings and priests unto Gadhian
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever amdreAmen” (Re.1:5-6). Here John identifies the d.arith
seven forms of address: (1) The faithful witne2%,Hirst begotten of the dead, (3) The prince efkings of
the Earth, (4) Him who loves us, (5) He who washedf our Sins, (6) He who made us a kingdom aqtsi
unto God, and (7) Him whose glory and dominiontesreal.

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye ska#i him, and they also which pierced him: and all
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of himnese, Amen” (Re.1:7). This verse refers to the piajs
return of Jesus Christ to judge the earth, noth® ttme of the heaven-bound transport (Rapturehisf
Church. The exodus of the Church is initiated layract call of Jesus from out of Heaven to his emos both
the living and dead. There will be no visible appeae of the Lord at that time. Only the redeeméidhaar
his voice, and they will be immediately changea iah immortal state and heed his call to rise ugater
with Him in the air. This exodus will occur justigr to his return to judge the earth in a perioewkn in
Scripture as the “Day of the LORD.” Those that reman earth following this heavenly transport vii# the
hypocrite and the reprobate who have hated andtegijeHim and are therefore ripe for judgment. Upen
future physical return, every eye shall see Hinthidew and Gentile that have cursed and rejected Hi

“l am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the endiagh the Lord, which is, and which was, and Wwhic
is to come, the Almighty” (Re.1:8). Note in thisrse that the word “Lord” is not the Jehovah of tié
testament who is referred to in Old Testament 8apas the “LORD” (all caps). The Alpha and Omega
Jesus the eternal one who is the Son of the li@nd. His physical return will signal a time of gr@aguish
and fear in the earth-dwellers that remain becafiske inevitable wrath that is to come upon themtheir
rejection of Him.

“l John, who also am your brother, and companiotmibulation, and in the kingdom and patience @&ule
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos,tti@ word of God, and for the testimony of Jesussth(Re.
1:9). In this verse, John the Apostle fully ideietf himself to his brothers in Christ, who wereoasiffering
from the great persecution that had been imposedhbyRoman emperor, Domitian. John had been
imprisoned on the island of Patmos because he gbeké/ord of God openly and had faithfully testfief
the divine person of Jesus Christ.

“l was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heaethibd me a great voice, as of a trumpet Sayingn | a
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, vihati seest, write in a book, and send it unto theers
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and 8ntgrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, atal u
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodic&®. (1:10,11). When John said he was in the Spieit,
meant that he was conferring with the Holy Spitésus had said to his Apostles, “I have yet mamgshto
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howkleé&n he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will gigbou
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himsdifjt whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he spaakhe will
shew you things to come” (Jn.16:12-13). Here théyEpirit was prepared to show John things to came
prolonged series of visions. They were preceded bgud trumpet-like voice coming from behind John
announcing that He was the beginning and the enditige eternal One. The voice instructed John itewr
down what he was about to see in a book and to séndseven above named churches which are in. Asia
These were the seven churches that John had gegetesl beginning of this document, which are naheré
as Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardiad@lphia, and Laodicea (cf. Map insert below).

“And | turned to see the voice that spake with Awed being turned, | saw seven golden candlesticks
(Re. 1:12). These candlesticks remind us of thdegolamp-stand in the tabernacle that had severcibes,
but here the lamp-stand is presented as sevennigulannps branching out from Christ as its cent@psu.
“And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one liknto the Son of man, clothed with a garment dtmathe
foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdiee. 1:13). “Son of man” was a title that Jesusiicmnly
ascribed to himself as He conversed with his dissipere on earth. This is a title of his deitylasincarnate



Christ, which was earlier revealed to the prophatiBl: “I saw in the night visions, and, beholdedike the
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and dantlee Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him. And there was given him dominion, ahoryg and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve him: his dominion is anlastng dominion, which shall not pass away, argl h
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed” (Da.7143. The Son of man’s white garment was similaths

of the high priest who served in an earthly tengdléhe Old Covenant (cf. Ex. 28:2-4). The golderdig,
which was a sash worn across his chest, was wotretwiical priests of the Old Covenant (cf. Ex.28:dnd
here speaks of Christ as our great heavenly higistpwho ever intercedes for his own (cf. He.4:14).

“His head and his hairs were white like wool, dstevas snow; and his eyes were as a flame ohfice
his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned ifurnace; and his voice as the sound of manyre/afBe.
1:14,15). His white hair speaks of dignity gaingdvast age or in this instance, an ancient herit#ggays
without end — the ancient of days (cf. Da. 7:9) Hery eyes penetrates into the depths of menslsnand
hearts, seeing as well into the endless futurefédisas of red hot brass speaks of his judgmeHeasill one
day trample his enemies beneath his feet. His Vmackethe power and volume that far exceeded thedsof
the greatest waterfall found on earth. This isgheat shout of the Lord exhibiting the power ofaohangel
and the trump of God that will one day call downties Church (cf. 1Th.4:16). “And he had in hishtdnand
seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharpdgesksword: and his countenance was as the suetishim
his strength” (Re. 1:16). The seven stars in fghtrhand suggest his power over the heavenly Hosteo
infinite universe that He rules over, but here thegresent seven angels, or subordinate messetiugrsid
Him in his rule over his church (cf. Re. 1:20). Ttha-edged sword extending from his mouth represte
Word of God, which is sharper than any two edgedrdveuch that it is able to sever the soul fromgpigit
(cf. He.4:12). The Word of God has the power togpidas well as the power to justify those who heied
voice. Jesus’ personal visage was as bright andibly as the noon-day sun at full brilliance.

“And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead.dAme laid his right hand upon me, saying unto nearF
not; | am the first and the last” (Re. 1:17). Frtm time that John was little older than a youny, bhe had
been a close companion of Jesus as He walked agattie during his earthly ministry. John, as a yporan,
was at the cross when Jesus was crucified (cfOR6127), and he saw Him after his resurrectioroteeHe
had ascended to his Father. None of this prepanmedohlook upon the glorified Christ; John was sted into
the likeness of death as he fell to Jesus’ feeth@gprophet Malachi asked, “... who may abidedhs of his
coming? and who shall stand when he appearethhdois like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' sbap
(Mal.3:2).John saw not the gentle Jesus as he had known Him when He walked and talked with his apostles
prior to his crucifixion; he was now viewing deity in the person of Jesus Christ who had been exceedingly
glorified and transfigured. He saw glory and power beyond human comprehension. So much so, that John fell
down at his feet as if he were dead (Re.1:17). A like vision had the same effect on the prophet Ezekiel when
the heavens opened up by the river Chebar and he saw the incredible glory of God. There, Ezekiel also fell on
his face (cf. Ez.1:4-28). Then, Jesus placed his right hand upon John arie gpe familiar words that He had
so often spoken to his apostles when He was haye earth, “fear not,” to which He added that He wees
first and the last — the eternal Christ. “I am hattiveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am aliwe=f’ermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell [Hades] and ofde@e. 1:18). Through his crucifixion and resutre,
Jesus demonstrated that He had obtained completer mver the grave and of death itself.

Jesus then revealed his express purpose for apgdardohn. John is directed to “write the thindsoh
thou hast seen, and the things which are, anchthgs which shall be hereafter” (Re. 1:19). In tesse we
find three major divisions of the prophecy. The @hdage from its creation on the day of Pentecost thhe
hour of its future transport off the earth consgétuthe things “that are” within John’s lifetimeard within the
current age in which we presently live here onteaktcross-section representing the Church-ageacth @s
it presently exists is revealed to us in chapteas@ 3 of this prophecy. Jesus’ heavenly domaievsaled in
Chapter 4, and the express authority granted Hidirext future events on earth to its ultimate dobtion is
received from God the Father in Chapter 5. In Giraptwe begin to see “the things that shall bedfesg as
Jesus Christ sets world events into motion to lignating to an end this present age in a seriesevkre
judgments, thus making way for his physical returgather the nations into a Kingdom-age upon #rthe



The first division contains the things that Johd bieady seen, which was first and foremost JE$uist
in all of his heavenly glory. Although this firstvision represents a small portion of this entiook within
the first Chapter, it is extremely significant inasch as it sets the full agenda for the remaindiéne book.
The book of the Revelation is a fully Christ-ceptémprophecy, which begins with the unveiling ofu¥es
personal deity, and continues on with an unveilfdoth his heavenly domain, the great work thatisle
carrying out now as the sole head of his Churct,has absolute authority over all things in theufet

“The mystery of the seven stars which thou saweshy right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks.
The seven stars are the angels of the seven clsurahé the seven candlesticks which thou sawesthare
seven churches” (Re. 1:20). The seven stars tkasJeeld in his right hand represent seven mesee g
He had appointed to oversee those seven churchisn \ttie vision of the glorified Christ, we sawathlesus
stood in the midst of seven candlesticks represgritie totality of all churches (Re.1:13,20). Is hght
hand, He held the messengers (angels/stars) tthtivehes. These represent the elect that canngiubled
from his hand (cf. Jn.10:28,29). The light of Trutthich comes forth from those messengers, isitbdifled
light of God’s perfect glory; the oil that fuelsetim is the Holy Spirit. In all of this, we find thaésus is both
the creator and source of light for all the chuasBemblies that reside upon the earth. The valditpday’s
temporal churches exists only in their close refeghip with Christ through their elect Church mersheho
illuminate them from within. When that relationshig lost or rejected, and men attempt to usurpslesu
authority for themselves, He removes that tempohakch from his presence as its light is extingegskcf.
Re.2:5).

In verse 20, Jesus speaks of the seven churckies mesent tense: “...the seven candlesticks whimin t
sawest are the seven churches.” John writes dtthives that are” as they relate to the presentadhage in
Chapters 2 and 3 of the Revelation, which we veljib to explore next month. There we will find sevwief
messages dictated to seven churches, each inTtoose seven churches were located in seven citidsia
Minor (present-day Turkey; see map insert beloegud made no mention of the missionary church tdémnof
Syria or of any of the many other churches, sucRaagd’s beloved church at Philippi that he establisduring
his missionary journeys. It is likely that the atlurat Jerusalem had been dispersed before theictesirof
Jerusalem in A.D. 70, but many other temporal descstill existed that are not mentioned. Theref@eemust
conclude that Jesus specifically chose the seatndmained under John’s direct apostolic oversmhepresent
a cross-section or microcosm of all of Christiaigyit existed on earth near the end of the fastury.

The seven churches were early-institutionalized ptaad
?- churches. Therefore, we must realize that Jesusatichddress his
~ Seven Churches elect alone, but addressed the temporal assembligsrofessed

of Asia %

believers in each of seven cities of Asia Minott tlaimed his Name
 pergamum at the time that John wrote the book of the Rewglatnasmuch as
mym‘:Thyatira each of these churches exhibited uniquely differdmracteristics
sardg KPhiladelphia from the others, we know that there was alreadicl of unity in the
n NP KERNESS o icrapons Christian faith in both an understanding of thetfiyiand in their
*,L“dicea religious practices. We find that fact clearly raeel in Jesus’ own
o words, which are recorded in these seven brief agess
Inasmuch as each of those messages are part olarder
poces document that would ultimately be read by all ches; we find that
ﬂ each of the individual messages were also interideddify all
churches upon earth. Commendations were given tenseuragements to those churches who strive for
perfection in the faith, while warnings were todbdhat had fallen away that they should repentetreviews
were given to those churches who, though yet souttte faith, were nonetheless still in dangerlidlirsy into
the open abyss of apostasy if they did not hold ttaghe Truth. We cannot merely assume that ttomsd
messages were written for the sole purpose of eagmg and warning the churches of the first ceptur
inasmuch as they have been carefully preservednpt@e that we may also read them and readilypaorm
them with our own assemblies today. Next month el ©egin a series of discussions concerning ehtiese
churches, their environs, and the content of thesages that Jesus gave to the@Arthur J. Smith, April 2017




