Newsletter August 2014

In this newsletter we shall complete our study aiesology (the study of salvation as an effect of
divine agency), comparing the doctrines of Armimgan with that of biblical reformed Calvinism, by
completing the chart that was first introducedum dune 2014 newsletter. In the June newslettebagan by
discussing man’s state of total depravity, whiakvents him from coming to God of his own volitiamd the
fact that God’s election of the saved is not in avgy conditioned upon any innate goodness or dpecia
attribute that is to be found within individual menwomen that are chosen. In the next newsleftduly
2014, we discussed the extent of God’s saving gtaceigh an absolute atonement that is specificaily
unconditionally applied only to those whom God tlagsen to receive it (i.e. limited atonement) gsospd to
the Arminian view of a potentially universal atorem) which only becomes effective through man’'pssed
free-will acceptance of it. In this newsletter wels conclude the comparison of Arminianism withlizial
reformed Calvinism by discussing two final poirtsesistible Grace and Perseverance of the Sa&gen,
we shall utilize excerpts taken frodomprehensively Reformed Christianity, Book I, Chapter 3.5. In this final
study, we shall discover the astounding power ofi'&S@race to reach hopelessly lost sinners and to
tenaciously hold on to them in a state of righteess regardless of all satanic or earthly powestsntiay seek
to prevail against them. The completed chart betmwrects the order of points 3 and 4 which were
erroneously reversed in Book I, page 188 (as wagqusly noted in last month’s Newsletter).

ARMINIANISM CALVINISM
1.Mans depravity is not total— man has free| 1. Total depravity — man is morally powerless to make
will — there is some good in man which he cpany effort to save himself and does not even hawe t
exercise to turn to God and accept Christ desire to seek God
2. Election conditional upon faith— faith as | 2. Unconditional election— God supplies the faith to

an effort of man comes before election believe to whomever He will

3. Universal atonement— salvation is 3. Limited Atonement — salvation is limited to the
intended for all persons elect of God — those whom God has chosen

4. Grace can be rejected— God's efforts to 4. I rresistible Grace— God’s efforts on man’s behalf
save can be thwarted by man’s will cannot be thwarted by man

5. Believer can fall from grace —it is possible| 5. Perseverance of the Saints— the Holy Spirit seals
to lose ones salvation. the believer to eternal salvation

Irresistible Grace, as it is stated in point 4, @hemeans that when God chooses to save a person, H
will absolutely accomplish the task. It is as sienpihd yet as profound as that; since God is onmenpot
nothing can withstand his sovereign will in anyiait He chooses to undertake. We have alreadyudeed
in this three-month study that God’s working doesdepend in any way upon the efforts of man asoohe
inborn or latent value that men have residing anthAll of the effort in the actual act of redenopticomes
from God’s side of the transaction. As Paul saithefPhilippians, “being confident of this veryryj that he
which hath begun a good work in you will perfornuiittil the day of Jesus Christ” (Ph.1:6). Paul anet his
confidence in God’s continuous working within themf upon their outward works for God. The goodddee
of the Philippians were but an evident outpourifigGod’s grace working within and through them (cf.
Ep.2:10). God saves men by means of divine grameealvhich constitutes the bestowing of his unreérit
and undeserved favor on those who by nature reject Therefore, God’s grace must be invincibleha act
of salvation. If that were not so, the elect wiydt in their lost state would reject the gift besathey, being
but natural men before the indwelling of the Holyirls, are just as blind and corrupt as are thealegte
(those whom God has abandoned as unredeemablghhsovereign choice).

In saying that God’s grace is irresistible, we dbmean to imply that a depraved man or woman will
not attempt to fight against the initial effortstbeé Holy Spirit to reach them. Even the ApostlelPricked
against the pricks [goads]” for a time (cf. Ac.92%:14). That is, he reacted against the workinthefHoly
Spirit within him as, in his mistaken zeal for Gbé, continued to persecute Christians and rejeastCAs we



have seen, it is totally against man’s depravedradb give up on his own works and accept thetfatthe is

a hopeless sinner desperately in need of God'seneilg grace only made available in the atonement of
Christ. Paul's zeal for works and his oppositiotirée grace had turned him into a mad man as hé abeut
persecuting God’s people while in his state ofategpa. Nevertheless, as one of God’s chosen vekselgas

not allowed to fight against God’s grace indefilyit@f. Ac.9:1-6). Although the elect of God mayekdo run
from God’s imploring offer of grace, ignore it, even curse it at the outset, the Holy Spirit hased on a
bright light within his soul that cannot be longnaged. The dawning of Truth as the Holy Spirit dots/him

of his sins and then makes the atonement of Gleastand available to him is eventually more thay man

can resist. Therefore, although a man may makey effert to reject the Truth, God’s grace must wiut over

his stubborn and corrupted will because of thehbtigpe of unconditional redemption it offers.

The Arminian and various others who oppose therihecbf Irresistible Grace often portray sinners
being dragged off in opposition to their “free With receive a salvation they fully reject. To theims would
seem to be a violation of the free will of a manvmman to choose his or her own destiny. They apigr
think that God should expectantly wait until thergr comes to Him seeking salvation. This will mehvagpen
due to man’s inherent depravity as we have prelyjiawn in our June 2014 Newsletter. There seeweya
of life that is right to the fallen nature of mdnut that way ultimately ends only in eternal deatbh that any
so-called “self-rights” of destiny are self-destiae (cf. Pr.14:12). We may as well argue that anrireat is
insanely bent on committing suicide by jumping o®ecliff should not be restrained from doing sot bu
allowed to make his leap to death — saying thatitld be unfair of us to stop him inasmuch as waald
obviously violate the exercise of his free will. \léetheless, once this man’s sanity is fully restpiee will
quite joyfully turn away from the precipice of deand embrace life. When God restrains us fromimmainty
on to the eternal abyss, and leads us away frompatieof sin thus restoring our spiritual sanitg, mevitably
respond to that act of redemption with great jaytttfiermore, what needs to be understood about God’s
redemptive action is that He does not force anyorexcept Christ as his savior but only placedigie of
Truth within the darkness of his soul such thatspisit becomes alive and awakens his soul to ththTOnce
Truth is clearly seen and fully acknowledged inrnisd, the lost sinner will quite eagerly respormdgipvely
to that Truth and thirstily come to Christ to driokthe great salvation that has been so graciaifdyed him.

Rather than question the fact that God’s graceresistible, as some foolishly do, we as Christians
should not only embrace this wondrous truth buispr&od that it is so! We would not ever have came
Christ if that were not true. We would still bergpially naked and blind — dead in our trespassessan — if it
were not for God’s irresistible grace working inin®pposition to our old depraved Adamic naturerdbver,
since we have made no effort of our own to rectiiaé grace which overpowered our depraved soulswhd
minds — pulling us from spiritual darkness upwanit iplains of light and Truth — we cannot clainy aredit
for having accepted it. We cannot praise this gfai#t that God has given us as our own — as ithae
received it as an inherent right, nor can we bohste fact that we came to believe in Christ asadter of
personal achievement (cf. 1Co. 4:7). Redemptionalladirected and openly given to us by the hanGod
through the application of a wondrous grace tha e@mpletely irresistible even to our corrupt minQsir
praise must therefore be directed toward God ims€Cand to Him alone for what He has done on obalie

Moving on to the final point in the chart, it loglty follows that since God’s grace is irresistjtdad
since God has predestined his redeemed to re¢eihveugh unconditional election, no power in heageon
earth can extract the believer from the hand of Goce He has openly claimed and declared him. This
doctrine differs from the Arminian Baptist doctrioE“once saved always saved” inasmuch as thatrgstigan
rests upon a man’s oral profession of faith ascarofahis supposed free-will. (We should take rfedee that
not all baptists are Arminian; some are quite reft in their doctrine). Any hope of eternal segysirceived
by the Arminian in this way is based directly upba fickle ability of a “saved man” to continuallye up to
his confession through self-determined human effghtereas the reformed doctrine rests firmly ugdom t
constraining power of God alone to unconditionaibyd his elect in an eternal state of security meigas of
any human neglectfulness. Jesus said of thosthth&ather gave Him, “I give unto them eternal lified they
shall never perish, neither shall any man plucknttoait of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck tbetrof my Father’s hand” (Jn.10:28,29). As the AlgoBaul



later said regarding the security of the belietfery | am persuaded, that neither death, nortiée,angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, thorgs to come, nor height, nor depth, nor angiotheature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of @ith is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro. 8:38,39u$ once
having received eternal salvation, a child of Gadnot ever “lose” that salvation and rejoin theksaaf the
reprobate who are continuing on the path to etateath. He may, as we put it today, “backslide” ks
close fellowship with the Lord for a time due t@ tiweakness of his flesh. Nevertheless, having btz
with salvation on an unconditional basis, he ishlem& do anything that will cause him to lose piece in
eternal life because God has predestined thenmtaimenith Him through every trial of faith.

That obviously does not mean that once saved thrawgpiritual rebirth, a child of God will go about
living a life of intentional and habitual sin (¢20.6:1,2). To say that would be to deny the povi¢h® Holy
Spirit working within him to direct him in the patf righteousness. We must carefully work out @ivation
here on earth with reverential fear and trembliegf lwe in any way offend our Savior to whom we owe
everything (cf. Ph.2:12). There is something dreliydiwrong when a professed believer does not iive
conformity with the hope that he says is within hithwe say that we have fellowship with him, andlk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth” (1Jn.I:Bg elect cannot praise God in their heart, sad,raind and
intentionally sin against Him through thought andward action; one does not allow the other. Wetmus
realize however that not all who profess to knowiglare truthful withesses. Many today professranfof
pseudo-salvation and even lead many others astragcept a fleshly temporal salving of consciehceugh
rigorous religious exercise even as they contiiwirggl in sins that they presume to have been fergivhis is
the false profession and lifestyle of the pseudeer about whom we will have much more to sag fture
newsletter wherein we shall also discuss secudtitutionalized churchianity.

Having said this, we also must not think that pegssnce of the saints means that the redeemed
believer is faultless and unable to unwittinglynshle into sin at times. As the Apostle John sdidwe say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, anttdtteis not in us” (1Jn.1:8). Left to their owrclmation
and desires, the elect could fall into sin and elisb continually because of the residue of thdir dead
depraved nature that remains as a thorn in thaitairftesh. Therefore, it is not so much the “peesance of
the saints” as we find it stated in the chart abing prevents the elect from habitual sinningjtas the
persistent power of the indwelling Holy Spirit ereg that the child of God will continue his pretiesd
course until the very end. The believer persevieréise faith because Christ perseveres in hisiwho is
indwelt by the Spirit of God is both saved and irdiately regenerated into a new creature with arkened
spiritual nature (cf. 2C0.5:17). Moreover, the woflthe Holy Spirit continues working to regeneriie mind
of the elect over time as well (cf. R0.12:2; Ep24:24). God cannot fail in the task that He Himbkeal§ chosen
to do in that vessel which He has also chosenceive it. He who is called, justified, and glordien Christ
Jesus through the indwelling Holy Spirit ultimatebnnot fail to accomplish God’s will set forth fam in his
lifetime inasmuch as it is God who persistently kgan and through him (cf. Ro. 8:26-30).

As we conclude this study of reformed soteriologg have discovered how difficult it is for the
human mind to fully grasp the absolute sovereigrtsod exercised in the election of his own — ¢hako
are predestined to be found in Christ from the @tation of the world. While Truth is sweet to theté it is
often hard for us to fully digest all of its ranaditions. So it is with sovereign divine electioaspecially as we
sorrow for those loved ones who continually rejébrist in this life and grieve for those who mayda
already died without knowing Christ. This is whyrsany chose to reject it in spite of the fact that Bible
clearly teaches it. In next month’s newsletter,slvall consider the consequences that soterioldgy@h for
present-day evangelicalism, which is largely baspdn the Arminian free-will doctrine that overstes
man’s role in bringing about eternal salvation thess. Conversely, we shall discuss the unbiblarad
irrational error of hyper-Calvinism, which wouldrdethe necessity for man to take the Gospel megsate
entire world as a universal Christian mandate.niditely, we find that divine election is not a maibé
accepting the personal opinions set forth by a mere named John Calvin over another man named u&cob
Arminius; it is a matter of the acceptance of Gaasy Word clearly written down in Holy Scripturene
matter how hard it is for us to fully comprehenddbd must always have the final word in everythigthe
Apostle Paul said, “Let God be true, but every méiar’ (Ro.3:4).  CArthur J. Smith, August 2014



