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In this newsletter we shall briefly discuss chaasmutilizing excerpts taken fro@omprehensively
Reformed ChristianityBook 1l, Chapter 14.1 and 14.2. Charismata, whiah be defined as an extreme
emphasis on various sign gifts, constitutes a bne@agdement across the entire spectrum of today’scbranity
often accompanied by the perpetual health and eribgmlelusions that we discussed in last montwgstetter.
While we can only discuss the charismatic movenrerts present form in this brief newsletter, it®aern
origin and exceptional growth is set forth in iteger historic context ICRCBook Ill, Chapter 18.7. Although
this preoccupation with divine gifts is most prevdlwithin Pentecostal and Apostolic churchess far more
widespread than that. Charismata can be found e sextent in Roman Catholicism and within all major
Protestant denominations and autonomous churchesedver, the old occult religions, “new age” occult
emulations, as well as many so-called Christiats @rhbrace charismata in one form or another.

The word “charisma” (from which we coin the worch&ismata”) comes from the Greek watftharis
that means “grace” or “favor.” However, the chaiim movement does not emphasize the broader ngeahin
“grace,” but rather a narrower interpretation @&vr’ or more specifically “sign gifts.” Sign gifisere special
gifts that were given to a few in the early chuasha means to authenticate the Gospel messagghhratious
miracles that were obviously only possible throagtivine act of God. So many of these miraclesezerded
in Scripture that it is no longer necessary totsem performed first hand to authenticate the tofithhe Gospel.
Notwithstanding, the charismatic movement is magefuthose who place a strong emphasis upon divinel
bestowed personal gifts or powers claiming thay thiglely exist in certain churches today — espicis we
approach the end times leading up to the secorehad¥ Christ.

Speaking in tongues, more technically referredstégéossolalia” (discussed below) is the primarfg gi
that those of the charismatic movement practicensktely. Along with glossolalia, the interpretatiof
glossolalia into English or another vernacularai 40 be practiced by still others as a persoigal gift. In
addition, other supernatural phenomena and powevarmus sorts are also claimed, occasionallyuidicig
predictive prophecy that extends or exceeds thaidan Holy Scripture. Some are said to have theepmf
“the discerning of spirits” — a special gift orpgunatural ability to determine if a spirit is goodevil. The
charismatic also believes in invoking the “gift ritial healing” as a divine right of believers (bfewsletter
December 2014CRCBook Il, Chapter 14.3) as well as the power td oasevil spirits. The continued practice
of various aspects of charismatic phenomenon, edlyeglossolalia, is considered necessary for fille
participation of the faithful and are ritualistilyeéxercised in all of their assemblies on a regbéesis.

Charismatics are for the most part fundamentdieir profession that the Scriptures are the litérard
of God although their approach to the study of Bilde is somewhat narrow and limited because oif the
charismatic preoccupation. Some of these churdi@ize theAuthorized King James Versiai the Bible
(AKJV) as being directly inspired by God. King Jame£ngland only authorized the translation; he did not
personally translate it under divine direction @se charismatics appear to believe. It was traagsly a group
of English church scholars from available Hebrew &neek manuscripts of that dayhe AKJV translation of
1611, with minor amendments, has stood a severeftesore than four centuries as “The Bible” for nya
devout believers, such that we cannot find anyagerfault with it as a reasonably sound translabb@od's
Word. Nevertheless, the Bible must always be clyefuterpreted with a view to understanding thepined
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek autographs, which uiedanly sound translation (cf. Newsletters April &nay
2013).

The charismatic is also often characterized byeatgstress on holiness of living, which is somethin
that we should all seek to attain through God'segrand diligent regard for Holy Scripture (cf. 2G01).
Nevertheless, excessive stress on personal holazess end in itself, which is to be accomplishedugh
efforts of the flesh, contributes to a false sesfsgelf-righteousness. It leads one into a petygllem of works
rather than full acceptance of salvation by grdoaeea(cf. Ep.2:8,9). This fleshly approach to achi@oliness
becomes a back-door salvation-by-works philosoptug tcovering over the message of free grace and the
liberty in Christ that true grace affords us (ch.&1). It can become a form of legal bondage amtd that
established by the excess sundry laws fabricatedeb$cribes and Pharisees in Jesus’ days on éafibastful
“I don’t smoke, drink, or chew” morality tends tedome a religion unto itself as strict dress codessual and
restrictive diets, and other fads begin to occingyrhinds of the adherents more than the thingsodf Ghis is



but a carnal approach to religion not an avenyaraper Christian conduct. It is impossible to wthp flesh
into submission to the Spirit because, althoughtimaan soul is saved through faith, our mortahflesmains
under the condemnation of death (cf. He.9:27a).nStlus external code of ethics becomes dogmaticall
mandated, such that it becomes more importantetdifthof the person who is caught up in it thas & her
personal faith and trust in Christ. Pride followlsng in the train of a self-imposed pseudo-holinass
competition takes place among like-minded believehe constant struggle against arbitrary rulesoofduct
can make one mean-spirited and unloving towardetid® are free of self-imposed rules of conduciugh
the liberty they have gained in Christ. True Charsfove for ones neighbor degenerates into anndwetming
desire to convert others to a legalistic way aikhng in order to enclose them within a prisonegjulations, not
a genuine desire to see the lost delivered fromtdhéle condemnation of sin through the bloodCbirist.
Believers caught up in this false teaching may ctoneéoubt their own salvation if certain contrivedes of
conduct cannot be perfectly adhered to in thesgmaal lives.

Some charismatics fall into a category commonlherrefl to as the “Jesus only” movement. The
teaching of this movement is very similar to thsome ancient gnostics (GERC Book |, page 349) who
considered the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost to re medes of the same divine being and person.eAtisk
of oversimplification, modalism considers Jesusm@e having been the Father who came to eartrelgnéis
Jesus who, following his death, is now the HolyriEpiho indwells man. Therefore, a charismatic reay that
they believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghodtabtually deny an eternal Godhead consisting @Rdther,
Son, and Holy Spirit as individual persons subsisin unity as one divine being. This separatesititem any
who would use the word “trinity” or “person” in coaction with the Godhead (cf. Newsletter Januard420
Many followers, of the “Jesus only” teaching, afsefer the term “Jesus person” rather than "Chnstio
describe themselves as another way in which tondigsh themselves from historic mainstream Clanisti

Having generally described the charismatic, acogpihat much variation exists in individual groups
and churches, let us now take a look at glossatakdf. This activity, as it is widely practiced, often referred
to as the “tongues movement” or the “Pentecostalement” since this gift is seen to have been §jrgén on
the Day of Pentecost (cf. Ac.2:4). Pentecost isresively examined i€RCBook I, Chapter 14.1 followed by
a full discussion of other places in Scripture whglossolalia is mentioned or may be incorrectiplied by
some in Chapter 14.2. (A free PDF copyGRC Book Il is available on this website by clicking the tab
About Booksand clicking on theRead Book llbutton at the bottom of the page). The technieant
“glossolalia” is taken directly from the Greek améans literally “tongue speaking.ld@someans “tongue” (or
language), andhlia means “to speak.” Glossolalia, also called thét ‘gfi tongues” as it is practiced by the
charismatic worshiper today, is variously considecebe a form of mindless prayer or a highly eomal form
of worship. It is exercised extensively by certgioups such as those within Pentecostal and vafipastolic
churches. However Glossolalia, as is charismagemeral, is not limited to a few denominations gralips but
can be found to some extent within individual chummssemblies of practically all denominations and
persuasions. Although many men are caught up iesglalia, women are particularly vulnerable to this
delusion because of their more trusting and suisdepiature that is inherited from Eve (cf. Ge.8;13).

Only three words are used in the Greek text thatranslated “tongue” in th&KJV translation of the
Bible, which is widely used by those who practit@sgolalia. Those words are:

1. Dialektosused in Acts 1:19, 2:8, 21:40, 22:2, and 26:14s Word means “a mode of
communication,” or specifically a “language” or act.” “Dialect” is the modern English word that
comes from the Greek wortalektos

2. Heteroglossosised only in First Corinthians 14:21. This wordame “other tongued,” that is, “a
foreigner,” or one who commonly speaks anotheruagg.

3. Glossaused in all other verses of the New Testament avtierAKJV translation is “tongues.” This
word literally means “tongue” and by strong imptioa a “language” — in particular an unlearned
language in which a supernatural origin may be ieapl
The English word “language” is found only once e AKJV translation of the New Testament. It is

found in Acts 2:6 where it is translated from the€k worddialektos The fact that the word “tongue” and the
word “language” can often be used interchangealdy be observed by comparing Acts 2:6 with Acts 2:8
where both words adialektosin the Greek text. “Tongue” and “language” aredf@e synonymous.



Today's practice of glossolalia is characterizethbgmprehensible speech or chanting that comeast abo
in an ecstatic manner usually attended with actagif emotion and personal abandon. Natural inbrstare
thrown to the wind as the rational mind is plagea ineutral state to allow “spirit control” of ttengue. Some
may dance, jump, throw up their arms, or fall damal roll on the floor. Some may faint, which isereéd to
by some charismatics as having been “slain in fhet.5 The practice of glossolalia is also said he
accompanied by a warming or tingling sensatioméhembers of the body of the worshiper. The miag go
into a completely trance-like state, or it may remr@motely aware of surroundings as if one isditamin a
fog. Some churches appoint individuals who aremoeain apart from the activities in order to guéel inodesty
and personal safety of those who are engagingisnuthinhibited abandon. It seems very strange sheh
precautions would be necessary to prevent a behelve is supposed to be under the power of the Spiyit
from doing something indecent or harmful to themeselor others. We must wonder why the Holy Spidtid
ever lead a believer into such dubious activitiekegin with, and we must therefore seriously goresthether
these participants are in any way under the pofredHoly Spirit.

It is intimated that those engaging in glossolaftan speak in some little-known language thapaken
elsewhere on Earth, but that cannot be universaiified. Others refer to glossolalia as a langutinge is
otherwise only spoken by angels, which of coursgdcaoever be understood or verified by mere martads
the most part, the vocalization is incomprehendiiieoften rhythmic or even melodic. Still otherggage in
completely uncontrolled babbling that may simulbiesteria. This phenomenon can run the full range of
seemingly intelligent and purposeful recitation Sdriptural verses, to false, trivial, or even blespous
statements, all spoken through the mouth of thiecgmant. Considering Chapters 12 through 14 ofApestle
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, which weaexne in detail lCRCBook Il, Section 12, it would seem that
abuse of this earlier gift is taking place todayaimay that is quite similar to that which was makplace in
Corinth of Paul's day. The distorted form of “ha@ss” that many who claim this gift practice sepgdhem not
only from the general world of sinners, but alsonfrthe fellowship of other devout believers as weHis
separatism is further enforced by the insistencsoofie charismatics that the only proof of the HBjyrit
indwelling an individual is through glossolalia.diie has not received the gift of “tongues,” sy theist, he or
she does not have the baptism of the Holy Ghosisaiheérefore not a genuine believer.

As we can see, the practice of glossolalia todaseiig divisive to the Church at large. The mattext t
must be carefully ascertained is who or what istroimg the person’s tongue during glossolalia.rééh
explanations must be considered: 1) an activityhefHoly Spirit, 2) an anomaly of the human mindd&mon
possession. In addition, there are also many wipodntically counterfeit the gift and play alongsjuo be
members of the assembly. There is considerablersgdthat “glossolalia’ can be taught and learpedt drom
any need of spiritual intervention. It would befidiilt indeed to remain a member of a church thaisis on
glossolalia as the only valid proof of being a thediever without exercising the gift oneself; #fere, many
choose to fabricate the gift and in doing so drahoshers into this divisive delusion.

It is highly unlikely that any of the church gatimgs in which all speak the same language would eve
have a valid need for a gift of diverse tonguesesihat would inhibit communion one with the otthwdren we
should instead seek full unity in the faith. Moreg\Christians are highly motivated to share tfagih in Christ
with the unsaved by the clear proclamation of theg&l message, which is greatly inhibited by wittkgolalia
(cf. 1C0.14:23). Therefore, those that truly speakarious languages by the power of the Holy Spday, if
at all, are likely to be found in the extreme mityosince a believer would only have a need of gfiiton very
rare occasions under very special circumstancesiti®e instances in which the Holy Spirit coulduatly be
the source of glossolalia would only be found amftireign missions field or during extraordinaméis when
foreigners that do not speak our language are mire&wen then, the gift must be needful in order to
communicate the Gospel message to a person thab&ochosen to receive it. While we must never deaty
God has the power to do anything He determine®tatdany time He wills, it seems apparent thatvitie
exhibitions of glossolalia we find today are noGad, but are mental aberrations, deceptive faiwits, and at
times even motivated through worldly satanic infice For that reason, we must diligently pray foy a
believers that find themselves caught up in thiedeve delusion that their faith will be prudentigld within
the soundness of a spiritually renewed mind naniminstable excess of fleshly emotionalism (cf. Ro2; Tit.
3:5). © Arthur J. Smith, January 2015



