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In last month's newsletter we discussed the bilbficasupportable theory of evolutionism with redao
a supposed development of mankind from lesser dsitheough a random process of natural selection
referred to as Darwinism. We also discussed “tleegstolution” the corrupt and ineffective compromihat
many liberal “theologians” have put forth in aneatipt to make the church seem more scientificalgveant
to that hypothesis. Not surprisingly, the tempachlrch has come to accept the secular teaching of
evolution as an acceptable explanation for thetexe®e of the universe and the earth as well. Fat th
reason, in this newsletter we shall turn our foausy from the origin of mankind to concentrate east
upon the cosmological and geological aspects df ¢baflict. In doing so, we shall closely examiree t
Scriptural account of the formation of the physicaliverse (heaven) and the earth through God's
supernatural creative power as the essential cAlseg with Scripture we shall also consider som¢he
theories put forth by evolutionists as well as ioddly compatible theories put forth by those inxedl in an
opposing scientific discipline known as creatioresce. (For more information regarding creatioresce
visit the website of the “Institute for Creationdearch”).

Turning now to the biblical account starting in thest chapter of Genesis, we find that Scripture
emphatically tells us that: “In the beginning Gaeated the heaven [universe] and the earth” (Ge-4:1
instantaneously out of nothing as He spoke thememristence (cf. He. 11:3). This first verse is émehor
upon which our knowledge concerning all existenaestmest. Not only does it affirm that all thingene
specifically created (not having evolved througmsocosmic accident), but it specifies that God al@n
the supreme Creator. The faulty science of cosmét geological evolutionism denies the existencea of
divine Creator at the outset thus promoting athegsits first and primary premise, while the cremati
scientist seeks to harmonize the biblical accodirdreation with his observations. The evolutionisws
the universe as a natural phenomena that has akxésted in some form having evolved over a vagbde
of time through random occurrences leading to amental formation of the earth at some point altrg
way, while the scientific creationist envisions tir@verse and the earth as having been createdpcific
point in time by a superior being.

It has been observed by astronomers that the weiverapidly expanding. This has led evolutiontists
speculate that the universe originally came abswt eonsequence of the massive explosion of adesrge
“ball” of matter up to as many as 18 billion yeago; the expansion of energy from that explosiowels
as the physical and gaseous matter emanating frmexpected to continue outward forever. It isuased
that this process of expansion has led to theioreaf myriad suns (stars) planets and galaxieselsas
various other less clearly defined space objects tine. Our solar system appears to be locatedthea
edge of a vast galaxy known as the Milky Way — alted because of the milky appearance of its massiv
collection of stars when viewed with the unaided &pm the earth.

Some evolutionists have further theorized thatghesently expanding universe must slow down as it
ultimately reaches a limit, at which point it wilen rapidly contract to re-form the dense mat@mfwhich
it came — only to again explode, expand, and contrgpeatedly forever. Recent complex mathematical
calculations demonstrating a constant expansiainathe past to the present would seem to inditete
this could never happen. Where this supposed bakteemely dense matter could have come from gprbe
with is a cause for endless speculation among &walats. No hypothesis put forth by evolutionistn
answer the ultimate question of why anything aeaists rather than merely an empty vacuum of spamre
what is even more plausible the complete absencgpace itself. That man exists to contemplate these
matters is far beyond all comprehension in a nhtsemse. The only rational answer to this entire
conundrum is to be found in the acknowledgmenthef éxistence of a supernatural Creator living apart
from time and space who formed and orchestratdhiatjs just as the Holy Scriptures have set forth.

Continuing on in the Genesis account, we read tti@tearth as it was originally created by God was
without useful form, having no significant featuisch as land masses; it was desolate, and emiifg.of
Moreover, an impenetrable darkness prevailed dwesturface of a deep expanse of water that covheed
entire earth (cf. Ge.1:2). Some have envisionesl ¢bndition of the earth as having come about tjinca
previous habitation of creatures that were judged @estroyed in a massive flood that covered thieeen



earth. (This supposed flood should not be confugighl the great flood of Noah's day). This premise i
commonly referred to as the “creation gap” or “Gasgap” theory. It is commonly reinforced by therse
in Genesis 1:28 wherein Adam and Eve were diretieétie fruitful and multiply and replenish the daft
Nevertheless, the Hebrew wamwlay (or mawlaw), which is translated as “replenish” in the AKIYbE,
only means “to fill” through a repetitive process this instance through procreation). It does ingily a
replenishing of something that had previously exdgprior to Adam. Therefore, Genesis 1:2 only dbser
the initial condition of a newly created earth -tlaes spirit of God brooded over the waters in congiation
of that which was to come about through the furtherk of God's divine act of creation.

God next created light as a visible form of enewglyich He called day, and He distinguished it from
darkness that He called night — or absence ot |{G®. 1:3,4,5a). This act of creation could enthaéd
creation of time as we know it as well (cf. NewstetFebruary 2012) although many see time as angak
element appearing in Genesis 1:1 from the worastte beginning,” inasmuch as a “beginning” without
time would seem to be incongruous. Notwithstandihg, move away from darkness (evening) to light
(morning) God referred to as the first “day” of theeation process (cf. Ge.1l:5b) wherein “day” is an
obvious division or measurement of time. The Hebwewd yome, which is translated “day” in our English
Bibles, comes from a Hebrew root word meaning “hot”in this instance the warm hours of light as
opposed to the cooler hours of darknasse is used elsewhere in Scripture to describe a atdri2¥-hour
day from one sunset to the next, or sometimes &degrconsisting only of daylight hours (approxinhate
12 hours). It can also be used to designate areaiigpperiod of time consisting of a beginningdarkness
and an ending in light as its use in Genesis 1dcbe seen to imply — inasmuch as the sun hagetot
been created to mark a standard 24-hour day (cf1Gé-19).

However, translations ofoyne found elsewhere in Scripture overwhelmingly reguar 24 hour period.
Therefore, fundamentally sound biblical theologiasswell as many scientific creationists insist @aof
the six days of creation must be literally intetpteas standard 24-hour days lest Scripture wagdhsto
be duplicitous in its meaning. The group of craats espousing this view are commonly referreddo
“young-earth creationists” who see the earth asigaveen suddenly formed by God at the beginnintpef
120-144 hours leading up to the moment that Adare gvaated. Young-earth creationists are opposed by
“old-earth creationists” who consider each of tixedays to have been a very much longer periodhoé in
which God worked leading up to and including theation of Adam near the end of a sixth such “efa.”
complicate matters, a few old-earth creationistggest that 5 eons existed between each of 6 sthi2dar
hour days. In doing so, old-earth creationiststiaeiccept an evolution of the universe originatirgm an
initial creative cause leading up to the creatibAdam. This leaves old-earth creationists outsidecamp
of the evolutionist, inasmuch as they believe ia divine creation of Adam, but it also leaves thesil
outside the camp of many devout Christians who whkielmingly recognize a literal interpretation of al
Scripture (cf. Newsletter May 2013).

We can approximate the date of Adam's creatiorutittonathematical calculations utilizing the sedés
precise male genealogies found in Old Testamenpt8oe, and in doing so we can also arrive at an
approximate date for all of creation. By utiliziagsimilar starting benchmark, as did Archbishop e&am
Ussher of Ireland earlier in the seventeenth cgntwe would come up with the year 4004 BC on our
present Gregorian calendar — although Usher @tilithe Julian calendar. Other men have come up with
similar dates. Sir Issac Newton proposed 4000 B, dohannes Kepler came up with 3992 BC both of
which add credence to this approximate date. Neekyss, some point out that certain anomalies seem
possible within some genealogies in which the wtrelgat” could possibly refer to the begetting of a
grandson or even a great grandson rather thanraedmte son. Furthermore, Usher's calculation vaasd
upon the Hebrew Bible. The genealogical recordrigkem the translated Greek Septuagint could possib
add about 1500 years to the date of creation makiolpser to 6500 BC. Taking all these unrecomntile
anomalies into account, the date of Adam's creatouid possibly have been even earlier — perhbgseic
to the year 8000 BC as the very earliest. All a$ tpeculation would only inject unnecessary ambygu
into the validity of the Genesis record such th@®4 would seem to be the most acceptable datenéor t
creation of the earth based upon a literal traissiand interpretation of the Old Testament Hebtext. Be



that as it may, none of these dates even come thodee extreme dates derived at by evolutioniBhe
earth is considered by them to be around 4.5 hijears of age, an ape-like early genus of mancsguy
appeared on the scene around 500,000 years ag@ lamchan being looking much like they are today is
considered to have appeared around 200,000 yeard hgre is no way any of these extreme dates ean b
made to conform with the Genesis account of craatio

While both young earth and old earth creationisay @r may not agree on an approximate creation date
of Adam, the conflict remains over the length otleaf the six days leading up to Adam's creation.
Assuming the young earth creationists are corf@ot must have created new substances in the éatth t
only had the appearance of age, which would sedpe tisingenuous to some. Nevertheless, we knotw tha
Adam was created as a full grown adult with an obsiimplication of age, and that the physical ursge
was instantaneously spoken into existence as aletadgfunctioning system of galaxies, stars, archgis
such that everything that God has created museoéssity bear an historical aspect in order to lzane
real existence in time — which He also created Ne&fwsletter February 2012). An all powerful God who
lives in eternity apart from his created time anthwwhom one day is as a thousand years (cf. 2i8¢. 3
could have easily formed all of his physical creatwithin six standard 24-hour earth days such et
have no valid reason for deviating from that view.

Holy Scripture states that on the second day dadtamme God made a firmament or expanse, which He
called heaven that separated the waters on the'saurface from additional waters that were pladsove
the firmament (cf. Ge. 1:6-8). Here we must notd there are three heavens spoken of in Scriptuedirst
heaven is the sky (or atmosphere), the second heafers to the vast vacuum of space, and the third
Heaven is the abode of God existing outside tintespace (cf. 2C0.12:12). The heaven mentionedihere
Genesis 1:8, which was created on the second dagreaition, must be defined as the sky or lower
atmosphere thus differentiating it from heaven imgy of the vast vacuum of space found in Genkdis
which was created at the very beginning of the tesy.

Many theologians merely see mention of the semaraif waters in Genesis 1:7 as differentiating the
water contained in the oceans on earth from additiavater held in suspension within the atmosplasre
vapor forming clouds producing rain much as theéh&amater cycle functions today. However, the same
Hebrew wordmahyam, is used to describe the “waters” above the firmamsrwell as the “waters” below,
which would suggest much more than a mere vapavabér held in suspension. Moreover, these waters
were clearly placed above the firmament, the atim@sg not within it as are rain-producing cloudsr F
those reasons, many creation scientists interpeetviaters above the firmament as having formed rilena
or canopy of water fully enclosing the earth amsdaitmosphere — somewhat similar to the dense miduatie
appears to cover the planet Venus today. Its poesenposes serious implications for the atmosphant
climatological conditions of the earth in Adam'y/das well as providing a credible source for theessive
amounts of rain recorded in the Genesis accourth®Noachian flood.

God then gathered the lower waters that covereedii into seas such that dry land in the forma of
vast continent, which He called earth, rose up akibe seas (cf. Ge.1:9,10). On the third day cdtere,
God ordered the earth (land) to bring forth a wdaety of vegetationAnd God said, Let the earth bring
forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fraé yielding fruit after his kind, whose seednistself, upon
the earth: and it was so. And the earth broughhfgrass, and herb yielding seed after his kind,tae tree
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after kisd: and God saw that it was good. And the ewgrind
the morning were the third day(Ge:1:11-13). Again we find that God created anrensystem of
vegetation having an appearance of age in thateksl was, in the natural sense, the source ofnits o
existence.

On the forth day of creation, “... God said, Letrih be lights in the firmament of the heaven toddiv
the day from the night; and let them be for sigig] for seasons, and for days, and years: Andhdet e
for lights in the firmament of the heaven to giight upon the earth: and it was so. And God madegreat
lights; the greater light to rule the day, andlt#sser light to rule the night: he made the st®’dGe.1:14-
16). God had earlier created light, but here Hatex specific sources from which that light wouhdamate.
God created all of the stars, planets, galaxiesotimel heavenly objects of all kinds to fill theegt expanse



of the heaven (i.e. the space) that He had prelyiczreated for them to occupy in the beginning (cf.
Ge.1:1). To our minds this would seem a monumeatK; however, the major emphasis in this verse is
placed upon two particular luminaries that were inaestainly the sun and the moon, which were more
directly associated with the earth and his crownangation of mankind. “And God set them in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the leaaind to rule over the day and over the night, tand
divide the light from the darkness: and God saw ithaas good. And the evening and the morning vileee
fourth day.” (Ge.1:17-19). The Hebrew wamhwore translated as “lights” in verse 16 implies a luous
body or a brightness that may not be clearly ddfidsssuming a great canopy of water initially sunded

the earth, the sun and the moon may only have agpes great lights in the sky, which would notéav
been distinctly visible orbs in their precise fomspace as they are today; moreover, only thentergstars
(and planets) may have been clearly discernibleaoth.

A water mantle would also have shielded the eadimfdirect and harmful rays of the sun and would
have acted as a greenhouse roof. The presences dfathslucent canopy could have maintained a tmifo
semi-tropical temperature over the earth's entidase from equator to poles in which rich vegetati
flourished due to warm temperatures and the presendigher levels of carbon dioxide trapped in the
atmosphere. While there may have been moderateshefig local breezes due to slight variations in
temperature from place to place, there would ngeh#en any great and violent winds and storm syste
as we experience them today because of the untfpohthe earth's global temperature. Before tleaion
of Adam, Scripture states that God had not yetedhasy rain to fall upon the earth since there meaman
to till the ground. Rather, a dense mist or heagyrbse up each morning from the ground to keethiee
earth's surface well irrigated (cf. Ge. 2:5,6).the absence of specific Scriptural evidence, wenatin
categorically claim, as some do, that no rain ékfrom the sky through cloud formation derivedrh the
evaporation of water for the entire period from Ade Noah; however, the need for rainfall may hiagen
minimal. There were apparently many springs conipdrom great underground aquifers (fountains ef th
deep; cf. Pr.8:28) within the early earth, whichium formed rivers that emptied into the sea.

On the fifth day of creation, God created fish &ds of every kind (cf. Ge.1:20-23), and on thdlsi
day He created land animals of every kind (cf. @&.R5) to inhabit the earth. All of these creasuneere
designed to procreate after their own kind (Hebneeen); that is, only within their own species. Again we
see this appearance of age in the animal worlds Flatement also directly conflicts with Darwinian
evolutionary theories in which new species of amsmsupposedly evolved from inferior species until
mankind unintentionally came about as an accidéntindless random selection (as was fully discussed
our June 2015 Newsletter).

It was into this teaming environment that Adam wpecially created from the dust of the earth on the
sixth day of creation. Unlike animals that God lwdated before him, Adam was designed to possess a
living soul that was made in the image of God asl Breathed the spirit of life into him (cf. Ge.2:7)
Although bearing some of the basic physical desijmnimals as a consequence of having a common
Creator, Adam had not evolved from lower life forassthe evolutionist insists but was specificaligated
by God to be a highly superior creature. God plargegarden paradise in the region where Adam was
created as a homestead for him, and Adam was ¢finveexpress occupation of tending it in order tepki
in its superb state (cf. Ge.2:15). The skills tAdam possessed to accomplish this great task wootd
appear to have been extremely burdensome and may badered on a supernatural ability. In return,
Adam was allowed to partake of all the vegetatibthe garden including the tree of life, but of tneit
from the tree of the knowledge of good and eviWwas expressly denied under penalty of death —hiest
infringe upon the divine prerogative of his Creattro alone can determine what is truly good as spgo
to that which is evil (cf. Ge. 2:16,17).

A river flowed out of Eden to irrigate the gardeh. (Ge.2:10). There it split into four headwatérke
first two rivers mentioned, Pison (or Pishon) thatved into Havilah (a land containing gold, bdefti and
onyx stone) and Gihon that flowed down into Etheéofland of Cush), are not geographically identikab
today (cf. Ge. 2:11-13). The third river, Hiddekekcommonly identified as the Tigris River, and tbarth
river, Euphrates, is known by that same name toflgrefore, the Garden of Eden could possibly have



been located at the head of the Persian Gulf nearenthe Tigris and Euphrates rivers currentlyinio the
sea. However, others believe that it may have beested farther north nearer mount Ararat where the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers presently begin. Bottations are within the fertile crescent northhad Great
Arabian Desert. Any precise geographic locatiofedén remains a mystery today due to great catastysm
changes that have occurred on earth since Gotla ureation of Eden.

Eve was also created from Adam’'s side on this siety (cf. Ge.1:27; 2:20-22; Newsletter February
2014). Together they were given dominion over fisings and every moving creature on the face of the
earth (cf. Ge. 1:28). The text also strongly infévat Adam and Eve as well as all land animals lainds
were initially created as strict vegetarians (G€.:29-30); therefore, no violence was necessargtiovival
upon the earth and physical death was unknowmgst not until the time of Noah that man was diregdtg
God to eat the flesh of animals for food: cf. G&8). God looked upon all that He had created and
pronounced it all very good (cf. Ge.1:31), and loa $eventh day, God rested because all his gra&tofo
creation was finished (cf. Ge. 2:1-3).

Upon Adam's disastrous fall from grace, which Satarmestrated through Eve (cf. Newsletter October
2012), the divestment of Adam's authority over r@atand his expulsion from the garden, the eafiitra
began to rapidly deteriorate. All of Adam's dommigroaned under the burden of death that hisrfadl $in
had precipitated (cf. Ro. 8:22). Thorns and thssttese up like a cancer to choke out food-bearraghgand
fruit. Adam struggled hard in physically tillingehground to provide sufficient food for himselfy fois
wife, and for their eventual offspring (cf. Ge.3:19; 4:1,2). Although immortality was lost and pitgs
death was inevitable in accordance with God's aceble decree (cf. Ge.2:17), through the unmerited
mercy of God the initial mortal lifespan grantedfatien man was measured in hundreds of years 4nnot
mere decades as it is today. According to biblieabrds, Adam lived to be 930 years of age, and bee
necessarily died because he could not partakesdfeéle of life, and without it his fallen sin naguwrould not
inherit immortality (cf. Ge.5:5). Likewise, Adamddfspring continued to live for many centuries eactd
multiplied greatly upon the earth until mankindsl entent and sinful activities had finally incread to an
extent that necessitated God's severest possitdenent of the earth's rebellious inhabitants (&. &5-7).
That great cataclysmic judgment will be discussedext month's newsletter as we examine the cdlossa
events surrounding the Genesis flood. Ar@wur J. Smith July 2015



