Newsletter July 2017

In our newsletter of April 2017, we began a seoiestudies of the book of the “Revelation of JeStsist,”
beginning with an exposition of the text containeithin Chapter 1. In that chapter, we saw a visibrthe
glorified Christ as He stood in the midst of seeandlesticks representing a totality of his Chuwutearth. The
Church was represented in the Apostle John’s degr(the end of the first century AD) by seven chesc
existing in what is present-day Asia minor (cf. R&3,20). In our most recent newsletters of May ume 2017
we discussed Jesus’ messages to the first thréfeesé seven churches, which were located in thes aff
Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos; they were all pies c
situated on or near the Aegean Sea. In this naesslete
shall move eastward and inland from Pergamos tusls

Seven Churches

of Asia 4 Jesus’ messages to two of the remaining four clesreh
those located within the cities of Thyatira andd&ar
Pergamum The city of Thyatira was located about 50 milesriro
s Q X Thyatira the Agean Sea, and about 45 miles east of Pergamos.
n;::z *Philadelphia 290 BC, it was a Greek city known by the name of

Pelopia. It was later renamed Thyatirabogg Seleucus
Nicator in honor of his newborn daughter (in Greek,
“thyatira” means “daughter”). It was not a very are
city, being the smallest of the seven cities we are
studying, but it was located along an importansrial
trade route and was deeply engaged in commerce. It
came under Roman rule about 133 BC. In Roman times,
the city was well fortified, disregarding the fabiat it
was located in an open valley, inasmuch as anaitéingent of the Roman guard was stationed there.

Thyatira was noted for its network of many workailds or labor unions, which were engaged in prodyc
various quality products including wool and linenods and apparel, as well as pottery, bronzewariged
hides, and leather goods. Pergamos was quite fafooits weaving industry and for the dying of ¢tloThe dye
that was known as “turkey red,” obtained from thedater root, was particularly popular in making sofw the
aristocrat and the wealthy. This dye although edioegy red was distributed by Lydia who was refdrte as a
“seller of purple” (cf. Ac. 16:14). The Apostle Paoet Lydia in Philippi while on his second missaoy journey,
and she was miraculously converted to the Chrigsigim.

The primary deity of Pergamos was Tyrimnos who wasshiped as the sun god. However, the worship of
Apollo (the god of prophecy, music, medicine, andtpy who was alternately worshiped as the goth@isun),
and Artemis (the moon goddess sister of Apollo rously referred to as Diana) was also quite pevalln
addition, each of the many worker guilds had tlegn patron god or goddess, who was worshiped throug
various festivals and feasts, frequently attendesklzual revelries. There is no indication of aidbvyopulation.

It is not known how the Gospel of Jesus Christ fiesmched Thyatira; it could have come about thinaihe
evangelical efforts of believers sent from EphgsfisAc. 19:10), or perhaps Lydia and her assosiaggried it
there soon after her conversion. Although it is ingbossible that Paul and Silas could have briptigsed
through Thyatira with the Gospel message on Paat®nd or third missionary journey, there is napBmal
evidence to support that supposition.

Today, the ruins of the ancient city of Thyatira &cated at the city of Akhisar, which is locatsdith of
Istanbul in the modern nation of Turkey.

With all of this given as background informatiorg whall now turn to Jesus’ message given to thechhu
that resided in Thyatira. Although this is the destl of the seven cities, this message is the kingethe
seven messages:

"And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath
his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet arlike fine brass;” (Re.2:18)

Jesus identifies himself to the messenger as the@SGod and then goes on to say that He has bgeare
as a flame of fire and his feet as fine brass bgrim a furnace (cf. Re.1:14,15). This associate with the
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fiery red dye produced in the city. Jesus’ eyefrefindicates his righteous indignation against, end his feet
of burnished brass expresses his holy determingtipmge rightly.
“I know thy works, and charity, and service, and fath, and thy patience, and thy works; and the
last to be more than the first.” (Re.2:19)

First of all, Jesus makes clear that He fully usterds their acts of charity, service, faith, aatlepce.
Furthermore, he sees that those efforts have gieateased such that they are now even greaterttiey were
at first. All of those works would be to the goodtept that their efforts have become seriously didas Jesus
states in his next sentence.

“Notwithstanding | have a few things against theepecause thou sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and &educe my servants to commit fornication, and to
eat things sacrificed unto idols. And | gave her se to repent of her fornication; and she repented
not. Behold, | will cast her into a bed, and them hat commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. Andl will kill her children with death; and all the
churches shall know that | am he which searcheth #hreins and hearts: and | will give unto every
one of you according to your works.”(Re. 2:20-23)

Jezebel of the Old Testament was the Canaaniteohvigeael’s evil king Ahab (cf. 1Ki.16:30,31). Shed led
Ahab to worship Baal as well as leading large nusibé others in Israel astray due to her high pasitThis
Jezebel of Thyatira calls herself a prophetess;iwimeans she was an occult diviner, and she haddbeeated
to a high position in the church. Her teaching wasst likely analogous to that of the Nicolaitansl dahe
Balaamites. She had led many members of the choi@bmmit fornication as well as eat polluted fotdus had
been offered as a sacrifice to idols. This mostyikook place within a sensual ceremony similahorgies of
Cybele, although it could also have been conndotedhperor worship.

Jesus warns this church that He will greatly inseethe tribulation of those that commit adultershwier,
and that those who follow her (i.e. her childrenl) te killed (perhaps with venereal disease). ddsad long
given this woman the opportunity to repent, but Ishé not done so. Through her exposure in this agesshe
other six churches will come to realize that Jdsusws their most secret thoughts and activities ldadwill
recompense them according to what they do.

‘But unto you | say, and unto the rest in Thyatira,as many as have not this doctrine, and which
have not known the depths of Satan, as they spedkwill put upon you none other burden. But that
which ye have already hold fast till | come.”(Re.2:24,25)

Could a faithful remnant exist even there — evethiwithis occult-filled church? It would appear ttleaen
there some had kept themselves separate from getothey were still in constant danger of givimgto it
through association. Jesus promises those thatdtaaeld to those satanic doctrines, that no amfgitiburden
would be placed on them, having survived thus dairest that falsehood, but that they should neetds “hold
fast till | come.”

“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works untdghe end, to him will | give power over the
nations: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to
shivers: even as | received of my Father. And | wilgive him the morning star. He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” (Re.3:26-29)

Many of today’s contemporary cults can be compé#woetie church of Thyatira, who had followed theséal
prophetess referred to as Jezebel. Many moderrediéy have been founded by women and have women
members that work very arduously for the perpetuatif their “church.” Outwardly, they have warm dofor
one another and patiently and faithfully strivetmvert others to their way. Yet, they have gorietpsegarding
sound biblical doctrine and the Truth that comethférom it. None of the zeal that has been memptionan
compensate for their wayward relationship with Godl his Word. Their extreme doctrines carry aloriitp w
them their own consequences: true repentance caeom, and falsehood breeds still more error. Thdseare
caught up in this spiritual whirlpool will find hiself or herself within a downward spiral to oblinidrhey must
be judged of their works alone, which cannot sheetfrom God’s fierce wrath.

Prophetic Aspect of the Seven Messages * Prophetically, the church of Thyatira can be
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(cf. CRC Book lll, pages 179-206). As a result of paganiswing invaded the remnant of the martyred church,
militant Romanism became firmly established. Claisty was overwhelmed by various pagan practices a
cultic philosophies. This is an era that the Rostaniiten refers to as the “golden age of the chukaht which
historians commonly refer to as the “dark agesabse of its intellectual depravity. That was alstagk time for
the Gospel, as the Roman church reigned supreragvfim splendor — placing worship of its traditioasd
ordinances above the simple Gospel message ofisaltey God’s grace through faith in Jesus Chiimhel

Protestants do not ordinarily consider the Romahdlia Church, as it exists today, a cult becausehave
much in common regarding many essential core tastriEven so, most early occult errors still @xigtkoman
church tradition such as the veneration of Mary alvine intercessor (if not in fact deity), theneeation of
saints and of the Pope, the clerical priesthoagluie of statuary in worship, the use of a talisfoaprotection,
the occult mysticism involved in the “sacrifice” thie Lord’s Supper etcetera. Much of that occultisay not be
outwardly apparent to those living in the Unite@t&s, but in various other countries, occult payanand
mysticism is quite visible. Roman catholicism poiismany faces as it attempts to adapt itself todslity.

Having discussed the church at Thyatira, we now aur attention to the church at Sardis. Sardis avas
inland city located about thirty miles south of &kiga and sixtymiles northeast of Smyrr(af. map above). The
city was located on the northern slope of Mount Tuspoverlooking the fertile plain of Hermus alotig
Pactolus River.

Sardis was the capital of the ancient kingdom alidyand later became the seat of a Roman proconsul
exercising the authority of the Roman Empire inrggion.It became a notable commercial city commanding an
important trade route to and from the Agean Seathm interior of the Asian Continent. It was qudaenous for
its many skilled artisans and craftsméne art of dyeing wool is believed to have beeremted thereand it
was the first city known to have mass producedsctinbe used as currency. The city contained a thatt
produced high quality coins made of gold and sil&é#ver was readily mined nearby, and gold wasialet in
abundance from thieactolus River

Much like other cities about them, Sardis contaiagemple to Apollo, but it was most notable fsrtémple
of Artemis (or Cynthia — closely associated withb€ and Diana), who was the primary goddess otitlye
The temple’s construction had begun in 334 BCdotto its considerable size and complexity it measger fully
completed. Nevertheless, this ambitious Greek tewals one of the seven largest ever conceivedng baice
the size of the Parthenon, a temple built in Ath&iieece. The city of Sardis was also noted fon&arby
necropolis, a largeemetery that contained a sizable number of bsitie$. Today, this necropolis is referred to
asBin Tepe or “Thousand Mounds,” because of the gneatber of earthen mounds in which the city’s kings
and nobles had been entombed along with much ofwealth.

An acropolis with very steep walls was located @»@ foot high crag of Mount Tmolus, which allowetb
serve as a bastion in time of attack or siege bgreamy.On the north side of the acropolis, overlooking the
valley of Hermus, was a theater nearly 400 featiameter, which was in turn attached to a stadiapable
of seating around 100&ardis was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 17 lwas rebuilt with a large amount
of monetary aid provided by the Roman Emperor TusefFinally, n the year AD 616, the city of Sardis' came
to an abrupt end when a powerful Persian army,ngapenetrated Roman defenses, sacked the cityntpévi
totally devastated. So severe was this destruchah no serious effort was ever made to restorecitye
Sardis’ancient ruins, known today 8&rt-Kalessiare located near the present-day Turkish villddgact.

Having considered the history of the ancient city of Sardis, we turn now to Holy Scripture to consider the
message that Jesus gave to the messenger of the church that was located at Sardis near the end of the first
century AD:

“And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits
of God, and the seven stars;(Re.3:1a)

Here Jesus identifies himself to the messengereawhd has the seven spirits that are before tlo@ehfct.
Re.1:4), and He who holds the seven stars in giiig hand (cf. Re.1:16,20). If the church of Sarslitd remain
alive at all it is only because He maintains onkisfseven Spirits there.

‘I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and
strengthen the things which remain, that are readyto die: for | have not found thy works perfect
before God.” (Re.3:1b-2)



Although they claim to be a robust Christian chuiwt is full of life, they are actually as spigtly dead as
are the bodies of those who lie in their great ¢emaunder huge mounds of earth. To those in whHanbteath
of life yet remains, He warns to strengthen thielitaith they have left, inasmuch as He has nonhdotheir
religious activities to be fruitful.

“Remember therefore how thou hast received and hedr and hold fast, and repent.If therefore
thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a thigand thou shalt not know what hour | will come
upon thee.” (Re.3:3)

They had long forgotten the sound doctrines thay thad once received, but now they are admonished t
wake up and remember them anew. If they do nontdpam their slumber and carefully watch, He wiime
upon them suddenly as does a thief in the nigahinnguarded hour to take away everything thatirema

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which haveohdefiled their garments; and they shall walk
with me in white: for they are worthy.” (Re.3:4)

Even here, a small remnant of the elect existethér midst. Even in the coldest and most deadllof a
churches a spark of light still remained; God hasgen left any church without a witness even if thay not
hear.

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed inlite raiment; and | will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but | will confess his nara before my Father, and before his angels. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith uno the churches.”(Re. 3:5,6)

To the over-comers existing within the seven chescldesus promises to “dress them in white rainmam”
not to blot out their names from the book of liferey with others who have denied Him, but ratheat the will
acknowledge their name before his Father and bbfsrangels in Heaven.

Far worse than the cold orthodoxy of the churckpmfiesus, which had driven out divine love, wasst
state of the church of Sardis. Sardis is repretseataf many of the cold and highly formal churcheday. Like
Sardis they are a dying or already dead churclausecthey have neither genuine orthodoxy nor sairfervor
born of divine love. They just continue onward igid unthinking formalism. They go through roteudts and
ceremonies with automaton-like consistency. In goihat, they exhibit activity without genuine spial
impulse. Its members no longer remember the Thahdalled them together, and they take no nofitieedlove
of Christ that should bind them together into ondyb When the hour comes that they shall be visttezl/ will
most certainly not be ready — unless they repent.

Prophetically, the church at Sardis can be seeapi@sent the Roman Catholic Church at the beginsnal
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totally dead spiritually. Nevertheless, out of tkhdaad Roman church came forth a faithful remnar Wwad
repented, and by embracing what Truth had remdiebahd, they rejected unfruitful dead works throbdgtical
reform. Among these were men such as Peter Watdhm Wycliffe, Jan Hus, Huldreich Zwingli, Desidesiu
Erasmus, Martin Luther, John Calvin, and many atlrdnom God had specifically chosen for the difficakk
ahead (the diligent efforts of these men are dsslisnCRC Book 11, Chapters 18.1 and 18.2). Although the
yoke of Rome was slowly being thrown off throughButope, most of its populace viewed the reforraretis a
political movement rather than a spiritual onethesparallel secular Renaissance moved onwardest §prce.
Unfortunately, as intellectual darkness abated ynpaofessing Christians of that day became quitingito toss
out sound spiritual and biblical Truth along witbrRan churchianity with its many superstitious esror

State churches were afterwards formed in emergatigmstates that held to many of the same tramditio
trappings and even much of the rank paganism tadtdxisted in the corrupt Roman church. Much of the
worship services continued on in those “reformeltrches without modification and without true lihli
enlightenment. As we have repeatedly assertedsmbrk, biblical reform was not accomplished omight nor
for that matter was it ever truly completed; ybe spark of light that had been struck during timaé among
God’s elect, whose names are securely affixed enLiimb’s book of life, continues on in the foundati
documents of many Protestant churches today -t ddtwered to in actual practice. Agthur J. Smith, July 2017



