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This newsletter about John the Baptist containgedixcerpts taken from Book I, Chapter 4e8us
the Anointed One. Prior to the birth of ChrisZacharias, John’s father and Elizabeth, his motiwved near
Jerusalem in the hill country of Judea where Zaabaerved in the Temple (Lu.1:8,9). Elizabeth been
barren and was then far beyond childbearing age.aRgel Gabriel suddenly appeared to Zacharidsein t
Temple announcing Elizabeth’s pregnancy and stakiagthe son born of her would be named John (Lu.
1:14). “And thou shalt have joy and gladness; aadyrshall rejoice at his birth. For he shall beagie the
sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine stnong drink; and he shall be filled with the H@¥ost,
even from his mother's womb. And many of the chitdof Israel shall he turn to the Lord their Gathd
he shall go before him in the spirit and power ljak, to turn the hearts of the fathers to thédrkn, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to meéady a people prepared for the Lord” (Lu.14-17).
Elizabeth was a cousin of Mary of whom Jesus waoloh be born. John was born six months before the
birth of Jesus (Lu.1:36), which means that Johntsstny could have begun as much as six monthsréefo
the ministry of Jesus. Mary and Joseph lived inaxeth about seventy miles to the North of Johntasd
family. Therefore, while John and Jesus would jikehve met each other (especially on the occadion o
visits to the Temple in Jerusalem) they were nostamt companions. When Jesus was about thirtg péar
age, God called John forth as his spokesman tothawway for the ministry of the Messiah (i.e. @lerist)
(Lu.3:2).

The Jews at that time were diligently searchingtliercoming Messiah to free them from the political
and military yoke of Rome and were also expectivgreturn of ElijahElias in the Greek) who had been
predicted to precede the coming of the Messiah .8l The wild appearance and manner of John was
quite indicative of the prophet Elijah, who wasoaéssman of the wilderness in his time. That resand#
was not lost upon the Jewish people such that Wwbn began baptizing and calling upon Jews to tepen
and began witnessing that the Kingdom of Heavenavésnd, he understandably drew quite a crowd. His
great popularity caused the Jewish leaders to peasts and Levites to determine just who this mas
(In.1:19). When they asked John if he was the Qlhasthe Messiah), John immediately replied treatvas
not (Jn.1:20). When asked if he was then Elijahsaiel that he was not the prophet Elijah in person
(In.1:21). Nevertheless, he said that he was “.vdiee of one crying in the wilderness, Make straitjie
way of the Lord” as said the prophet Isaiah (Ji3,112.40:3). Therefore, while denying that he wéglk
returned to the earth in the flesh, he affirmed tleawas indeed the forerunner predicted by IsSai@ome in
order to prepare the way for the coming of theirsbah, the Christ (cf. Lu.1:17). In this role, Jokas
actually the last of the Old Covenant prophetshexmanner of Elijah, inasmuch as God was soopdaks
his final Words not through the prophets as heldeddre, but through “...his Son whom he hath appdinte
heir of all things, by whom also he made the wdr(tie.1:1,2).

Ritual baptism in water was an act ordinarily perfed by Jews under the Mosaic laws of
purification (Ex.30:17-21; Le.11:25). Its implicai was that of washing or cleansing the body toarak
ceremonially presentable to come before God incatgorship and especially for Temple service. Jalse
baptized Gentile converts to the Jewish faith. Baptism of Gentiles symbolized a cleansing frons sin
committed in their former way of life, and it alserved as an act of identification (a seal) with dewish
faith and nation. Although ritual baptism was conmiggracticed, the widespread general calling ofise
multitudes to repent and be made ceremonially ptabke to God, implied that some momentous evest wa
about to take place. Prior to God appearing befueepeople in the mountain of Sinai, He said to &40s
“...Go unto the people and sanctify them today amdotoow and let them wash their clothes” (Ex.19:10).
At that time, the Law (i.e. the Ten Commandments} gwiven. Once again, God was preparing to visit hi
people, not in the fire and smoke of Sinai as legfout with his glory hidden in the cloak of hunilash in
the person of his own Son sent down out of HeaVhrs. time, it was not Moses who gave the message to
the people to cleanse themselves in preparatid@ iman named John.

The purpose found in John’s practice of baptism these-fold. First, through the act of baptism,
John enjoined those who came to him to repentaif #ins, and turn toward God (Lu.3:3). It cannetshid



that John’s baptism had the power to bring foril tepentance, for he admonished both Pharisees and
Sadducees who came without minds and thoughtsdglieaa state of repentance (Lu.3:7,8). Prior ® th
symbolic cleansing of the bodies of Jews was tlvessary washing of their minds with thoughts aretide

of genuine repentance. In fact, ritual baptism hadpower to cleanse a person in order to make him
presentable before God; it was only symbolic oinmer preparation of cleansing that must first taleee in
hearts and minds. Baptism was but an outward regpgymbolizing the heeding of John’s message
(He.10:22). John certainly did not over value kaptism in that he said “l indeed baptize you wititev...”,

for he knew that the one who would follow him wodddptize “...with the Holy Ghost and with fire”
(Mt.3:11; Lu.3:16). The outward cleansing of thelypavith water cannot compare on the same level thigh
inner cleansing of the soul with the Holy Spirit@bd, which only God can administer through his 3esus
Christ. The first is merely symbolic while the atieactual and based in firm reality.

The second purpose for John’s baptism was thaiudgir this simple ritual, the Christ would be
revealed to him, and then through John'’s testinodilyat revelation He would be openly announcealltof
Israel. God had told John that he would recogriiee Messiah (the Christ) by seeing the Spirit of God
descending from heaven like a dove and remainingion(Jn.1:31-34). John was acquainted with Jesds a
surely must have recognized his sinless natureefifeless, it was not up to John to affirm Jesuthas
Messiah; it was up to God. Any doubt that John imaye had was set to rest when God Himself idedtifie
Jesus as his “beloved Son in whom | am well plead¥tien Jesus came forth from the water, that event
occurred exactly as John had been fore-told thabuld (Mt.3:16,17). John was with absolute cettain
enabled to identify Jesus as the awaited Messmhha so declared Him to all Israel saying thatHis.is
the Son of God” (Jn.1:34), “Behold the Lamb of G@dti.1:36), and in very plain terms, “Behold thenba
of God which taketh away the sin of the world” (J&9).

Thirdly, through John’s baptism, signifying reperde, Jesus was anointed to take upon Himself all
of the sins of the world as our true and eternghHrriest (Jn.1:29). Until the time of his baptisiesus had
lived a blameless life, walking perfectly beforeds&et, the great ministry that Jesus was senettopn
had not yet begun. When Jesus came to John topbiedsh we find that John at first refused Him Bgyi
“...I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest tb me” (Mt.3:14)? John realized that Jesus was
perfect in the sight of God and had nothing of Whic repent. Furthermore, John understood thatsJesu
would unite his own followers to Himself through @amward baptism of the Holy Spirit not merely
symbolically by an outward ritual of baptism in afMt.3:11). “And Jesus answering said unto hioffes
it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fuldill righteousness” (Mt.3:15). Jesus at that tiregan the
work for which He was sent by suffering Himseltaéie upon his person the repentance of the simsaaf
that he may later act as their surrogate in anragateath on a shameful Roman cross.

Jesus was anointed of God, his Father, to take Hipmself the sacred office of the Messiah. The
anointing did not take place in his baptism buteabccurred immediately following the baptismalasthe
Holy Spirit descended and rested upon Jesus. TVigdat High Priest represented the Jewish peopferie
God; Jesus, our Great Eternal High Priest, toakan himself to represent every sinful man on dagfore
God. Then came the Spirit of God from heaven avi@, which said, “This is my beloved Son, in whbm
am well pleased” (Mt.3:17). When the Spirit des@hdpon Jesus, it was given without measure (3).3:3
that in Jesus was “all the fulness of the Godhemtilyj (Col.2:9), that is, fully God in the flesldr§.1:14).
The “God-man” (cf. Da.7:13,14) had come to takeruplimself the sins of the whole world, to suffee th
just punishment for those sins, and in so doingniart his own righteousness, by grace alone,|tovlad
would receive Him. God'’s anointed had come outtefrety and had appeared in time upon the pages of
man’s history thus fulfilling God’s promise thatchbegun back in Genesis 3:15.

Surely, of all the mortal men that were born of vemnthere is none greater than was John the Baptist
for he announced to an anxiously waiting world doening of the Messiah, and through his God-given
ministry the work of Christ on earth had its begngn(Mt.11:11). What previous prophets of old haudlyo
foretold by seeing the future afar off, John wasileged to experience the culmination and makeknmn
his own lifetime. Nevertheless, John the Baptiss Wwat the forerunner to the Messiah, the lastlong line



of prophets belonging to the Old Covenant of lawijlevJesus, the Christ, ushered in the beginningnof
entirely New Covenant of grace in his own persaaugh the shedding of his own blood.

Many Baptist churches today view themselves aslgadescended from a line of independent first-
century churches, which they claim later existediden on the fringes of the powerful Roman Catholic
Church during the vast era of its formidable sueyn(cf. Book Ill, Chapter 17.The Roman Political
Trangition & ff.). Since they suppose that they had never succutalikd errors and apostasy of Romanism,
they do not consider themselves to be of the reddrfaith (cf.The Reformation Movement, Book Ill, page
214). They practice Baptist secessionism stemmiag fJohn the Baptist much as the Roman church
practices apostolic secessionism stemming fronaplostle Peter (cf. Book I, page 111). This id@cdtion
with John the Baptist provides them with their waglaim to the title “Baptist.” However, neithelirze of
succession from the Apostle Peter or from John Bhptist can be successfully proven biblically or
historically. The first church congregation thaattually known to have referred to themselves astiBts
was established in Amsterdam Holland in 1610 fodnblg a man named John Smyth within a broader
Anabaptist movement in opposition to the practicethe Roman church and the Church of England (cf.
Book Ill, page 255). A man named Roger Williamegtagstablished the first recognized Baptist chiun¢he
American colony of Providence (Rhode Island) in4.63. Book Ill, page 282).

There was a brief period (perhaps one or two mnitle$ore John was thrown into prison, in which
the ministries of John and Jesus overlapped (Z312 Both John'’s disciples and Jesus’ disciplesew
baptizing as a symbolic act of purification in pregtion for the coming Kingdom of Heaven (cf. Jg;4:
Mt.10:7). The fervent activity of this transitionpériod, culminating with Jesus’ crucifixion, mdiely
accounts for modern-day Baptists’ hard-and-fasbgrepation with ritual baptism through emersiorhnJo
indeed baptized with water much as many Christagitually baptized as far as a general methgyak®
concerned (Jn.1:26). However, it is important fertai realize that the purpose of John’s baptismneasit
all the same as that practiced today by Christeie\eers who submit to water baptism as a symlaaido
identify themselves with Christ as witnessed by iy Spirit within them, or regrettably as a mere
ceremonial initiation required to join a temporaucch. (The Christian tradition of ritual baptismasbriefly
considered in the August 2012 Newsletter, andvery thoroughly discussed in Section 15, Chapitér,
15.2, and 15.3 of Book II).

King Herod had John the Baptist beheaded thusibgrgs ministry to an end some time prior to the
peak of Jesus’ ministry and well before his cruain and resurrection (cf. Mt.14:1-12). Therefalehn
never baptized any Jews who came to him as fol®weChrist — he also lacked that authority (Mt13;1
he only baptized them to signify their state ofergance in order to prepare the way for the kingdiemn
was to be later offered to the Jewish nation byslétimself (cf. Mt.5:1-48). That preparation wasigs
sole mission. In fact, we find that some of Joteesly converts were totally unaware that Jesusthas
Christ and knew nothing of the Holy Spirit havinglyreceived the ritual baptism of John (cf. Ac1t9:
19:5). As enlightened Christians we must diligerdtyive to follow Jesus as our savior and Lord, not
allowing ourselves to become entangled again in @ddenant traditions of repentance from dead works
through ceremonial washings, which could only cedeguilt for a short time, and whose foundational
purposes have now been superseded by the evaglaspremacy of the redemptive New Covenant of Grace
anchored in Christ alone (cf. He.6:1-3). John’'skmeas completed in his own lifetime: through hisisiry
the Jewish people had been awakened, the Mesgiabelea revealed to them, and Jesus had taken on the
eternal office of our Great High Priest. As Jesusiistry had begun out of the ministry of Johnils® New
Covenant would be built upon the fulfilled foundeus of the old. The Old Covenant would not be dgsti
by the new, but it would soon fade into insignifica inasmuch as its past purpose was fulfilled when
New Covenant was built upon it. Today the persamh work of Christ must greatly continue to increase
throughout the world as we anticipate his surermeteaving John’s transitional ministry in the f@swhich
it belongs as an important but completed work 3(30-36).
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