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Beginning with our March 2016 newsletter, we begaseries of discussions concerning today's temporal
church by endeavoring to define an ideal Christ@®n church based solely upon biblical principlasour
April newsletter we put forth an introduction tceetiast history of the temporal church from whictags
churches have emerged, and in May we discussedtfanridenominationalism, which currently divides
churches and believers into many separate camphidmewsletter, we shall conclude this discussign
considering the many difficulties encountered bgividual believers when seeking to find a soundaloc
Christ-centered Bible-based church with which tbliafe themselves. While this discussion is priityar
directed toward new believers, portions of thiscdssion may be found useful to mature believera/els
when they need to seek out a new church home.

In last month's newsletter (May 2016) we discugbedwide array of denominations that came abouat as
byproduct of theéProtestant Reformation Movement in which unified biblical reform was never fullglieved.
While early emerging denominations each represeatpdsitive move away from Roman Catholicism and
toward biblical reform, many faulty teachings amaditions remained deeply entrenched, which broaght
halt to the effort before comprehensive reform daake place. As still later denominations wereried out
of earlier ones in an effort to advance the refdimy tended to introduce various innovative doetrerrors
and whimseys of worship and practice of their onakimg. Once formed, each denomination developed a
dogmatic exclusivity, which elevated their membkurches to a false state of idyllic prominence. rEi®
ruling hierarchy displaced Christ in authority, ahé church became an object of religious worsGipurch-
worship is presently exemplified in today's ingtdnalized churchianity (cf. Newsletter October 2D1

Many new believers have just come through an ematiooller coaster in their lives before they are
finally redeemed in Christ. In their new-found Faithey most likely have felt the sharp sting gecéon
from close friends and relatives who no longer usid@d them. Therefore, when they first come into a
church what they are most often seeking is humiémafehip and acceptance to replace that loss. HEneyot
immediately seeking Truth, and sound doctrine ésféiithest thing from their minds in this earlygeaf their
spiritual development. A great many of them mayehaever before attended any church service, and hav
little knowledge of how temporal churches actudligction. They heard and believed the Gospel mesaag
it was presented over the radio or television, ne¢atirectly from a Bible or from a tract someonanded
them, or they received it from a stranger, a cjmsesonal friend, or a family member. Regardledsoo they
received it, they have truly believed and in a moni@ve become a newborn child in Christ. All bedies are
born into one universal body of believers with 3e€hrist as their Lord, such that they soon ddeighare in
close fellowship with others of the faith, engageunified corporate worship of God, and grow inithe
knowledge of Jesus Christ. However, due to dodtramal procedural schisms that continually divide th
temporal church into many factions, they are fasgt searching out a sound local church congregdtiom
the limited number of churches available within kbeality in which they live.

Believers are commonly criticized by establishedrchgoers for making this search for a sound chsrch
believing that they should immediately join almasty local church in ordemd worship and grow; sincere
searchers are often referred to as “church trampisis notion is based upon the false assumption aha
churches are alike, but they will usually simultamgly deny that notion by imploring you to join ithe
particular church. Only a pseudo-Christian who heasger seriously considered searching for Truthaae f
value could make that kind of statement; he just believes what he has been told over many years and has never
tested the teachings of his own church or denomimatirectly against Holy Scripture. Churchianitgshhim
imprisoned within its rigid paradigm — a closeckeitgctual box without windows through which he abske
outside to anchor his faith in absolute Scriptdrath. Consequently, he can have no real undenstgrd the
difficulty and agony of conscience that a genuieeker of Truth encounters.

Nevertheless, many new believers begin their selaycattending a church recommended by a friend or
perhaps one regularly attended by other membeittseaf family. Lacking any personal ties that lehdm to
attend a particular church, others merely selettuach at random — falsely thinking that one chuscimuch
like all others in doctrine and practice. They témdocus on externals such as the size and catistinuof the
building as well as the decor of the sanctuary svatid seats. The style of worship music, the amnatis
nature of a pulpit preacher, and the apparentdlieass of members that may greet you at the dmoaiso



strong attractions. If the new believer is inityalomfortable with all that he hears and sees, thedrive-
time is not too great, he or she may soon decidstend that church on a regular basis. Converselye
new believers may be shocked or repulsed by songethat was observed during their initial encoumigh
a particular church, such that they conclude tHathairches are not for them and bring their sedccln
abrupt end. Thinking that all temporal churchesjast alike is a serious mistake that all believanrsst be
careful to avoid — the variety of church doctrime @ractice varies considerably.

Some unsaved persons may have regularly attendedvereven held membership in a temporal church
for many years before God in his infinite wisdonadkes down and redeems them in Christ. The more
fortunate of these new believers find themselvesadly placed in a sound biblical church where tbay
immediately exercise their new-found faith with eth of like faith and begin to grow in their retatship
with Christ. Others are abruptly awakened from rttheihargy and are shocked to find that they noanor
belong within the fellowship of their present chutthan they belong in fellowship with the worldlatge.
Not unlike the unchurched, they are abruptly faséti finding a sound church within the great aburzaof
churches around them — about which they likely kivewy little or nothing.

The wide array of churches available to the imneatoeliever today represents a virtual jungle with a
serpent potentially hiding under every rock — orhp@s we should say under every church steeplercGhu
members in these churches are often directed tmmlyawvelcome new visitors with a smiling face outaf
cold sense of religious duty. Just as Satan meésh @ppears as an “angel of light,” many liberalrches put
on a face that is quite different from that whishactually within (cf. 2Co. 11:14). Therefore, makithe
rounds of these churches can be potentially hamardcespecially so for a new believer who is notvwell
grounded in Scripture. Since he is as yet ignoddnnany important major doctrines, he is vulneratole
accepting all forms of falsehoods and deceptiores.idHparticularly susceptible to the many methduas t
some churches promote as a quick road to spirmnihtenment such as short self-improvement cauise
certain number of prescribed steps to faith, andosth. Finish this course and you will have acliév
immediate spiritual maturity — so they imply. Téienmicks that some churches offer are as attrattiveew
believers as are shiny rattles to a baby, and elaebeliever is truly a “babe” in Christ. Since kBeoften ruled
more by his emotions rather than his intellectitay impulsively grasp at the first thing that corasng and
swallow it whole without examination. In doing ey may be sucked into the deep dark pit of charaty
from which escape is very difficult, while stilllrs may even be ensnared by satanic cults.

For those reasons, some initial homework shouldgate the search for a church congregation with lwhic
to worship and grow. First of all, this importarfifioet must be accompanied by unrelenting prayeoteefnd
throughout. The importance of prayer cannot be overemphasized; the choice of a church home must not be left
to “blind chance” or to human pragmatism. The seancist become a prayerful and diligent search fathT
as the new believer must throw aside all precomckivotions of religious tradition he may have poasly
held or heard of — unless or until they are bailicverified.

Secondly, a new believer must immediately beginlyshg the Scriptures on his own before selecting a
church to attend. A solid background knowledge otiG Word is the only way to prevent false doctrimo
which many churches have already fallen, from obedming them. Scriptural study requires a cover-to-
cover reading of all sixty-six books of the Bible well as an in-depth study of many of its indiatu
passages. There is no substitute for a direct pafssiudy of Scripture to verify and develop one@o
personal belief and confidence. No one can do fttranother no matter how well intentioned thatspar
may be. This takes considerable time and effod,ibamust continue indefinitely even after a horherch is
finally selected to ensure that the believer remaientered in the true biblical faith. Do not leher
professing Christians convince you that only thmarticular denomination, church, or pastor canrprt
Scripture and that you are incapable of understandion your own. That is not true and only ensutet
false doctrines go unchallenged. Remember thahgwve the same Holy Spirit teaching you as doeso#mr
believer. Of course, we must acknowledge that doatievers have more intellectual capacity than matitteus
limiting their depth of knowledge, but if they detnindividually understand the very basic core does
found in the Bible as the Holy Spirit reveals thethey may easily fall prey to the falsehoods that
untrustworthy men set before them. It is therefionperative that every believer absorb as much dabli
knowledge as his personal intellect will allow befand during the search.



Regarding Scripture itself, it is very important ublize a Bible that is a trustworthy translatiarmile
engaging in serious study. Although paraphrasesiraband are often found useful for obtaining amiahi
overview of the Bible, they fall very short of tla@thenticity required for a serious study that niaatl to
identifying and accepting sound doctrine. That ecduse a paraphrase is someone's interpretation of
Scripture, not Scripture itself. For the Englisteaking world, theéAuthorized King James Version remains an
excellent translation for those who do not stunter its archaic English. For others, thew King James,
the New American Standard Bible, and theEnglish Sandard Version are all reliable modern-day translations
worthy of consideration. Be sure to choose a sararglation that you can read and understand.

Thirdly, all believers should strive to gain a wioigk knowledge of the history of both the visibledahe
temporal church on earth in order to achieve acbasderstanding of the manner in which today’s dige
factions, doctrines, and congregations have conteliaing (cf. Newsletter April 2016 ar@RC Book I,
Sections 17 and 18). The temporal church is nowlynéao-thousand years old. We live in an age wtten
institutionalized temporal church has already gthmeugh many periods of terrible doctrinal errquirisual
darkness, moral corruption, and near total abaneéonwrf biblical Truth. Conversely, it has also génugh
other periods of positive biblical reform and realias the Holy Spirit inspired God's elect throungh Word.
Certain core biblical doctrines have come througs historic period like shining beacons havingrbtssted
through very troubled times, while unfortunatelynparroneous doctrines have also been perpetudted.
must carefully study past errors in order that waymot repeat them today, and we must fully ackedge
historical truths such that we do not attempt touilel a doctrinal foundation that is already firm&yd. Holy
Scripture must be the standard for verifying batbrgl doctrine and practice.

Today's denominational churches present two fac#setunsaved: one is a strict formal face andther
is a very liberal accommodating face. Because iggalformalism exhibits a stern exacting face, new
believers are less often attracted to Roman Catboliitualistic Protestant “high” churches — usléisey seek
to do so out of a misguided sense of serving pendmough religious works for their past sins ahd t
lifestyle that accompanied it. This is sometimes tase with a newborn Christian who was pluckea as
brand from the fires of extreme sin, since he @& bhs not yet fully comprehended the broad scope of
forgiveness and redemption that they have receivé&hrist. We cannot make further propitiation éar sins
through legalistic ritual and ceremony, inasmuclChsst has already atoned for our sins in fullyAattempt
to add to what Christ has done for us is to falhgfrom saving grace and fall back into the condation of
sin. Therefore, a believer must be very carefultacquate traditional churchianity, cloaked inesah ritual,
ceremony, and formalism, with Truth. Occult paganigs also rampant within many false rituals and
ceremonies, and the fallen nature of man is extifeplerforming these outward religious exercises.

In approaching God to worship Him, we must alwagssd with due reverence and seriousness of mind,
but our heart must also be fully engaged. Somliealrand ceremony without genuine love for God, and
Christ our savior, is cold and can provide no tagtivarmth for the soul — it does not satisfy theplspiritual
longing of men. Moreover, it does not honor God willesires us to worship him in spirit and in truth gn.
4:23,24). Truth is active as it motivates and dsewvery aspect of our being, and it providesra fsundation
motivating us to worship God through the uncondaioclove we have received in Jesus Christ. As intambr
as is warm fellowship with other professing belisyéruth is imperative for the new believer's otetand
growth to spiritual maturity. A believer must caastly seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit and tgdpn that
initial measure of faith that He has given to dllomn God the Father effectively calls to receivea@bn.

In contrast to strict formal churches, liberal adhes present a false warm fuzzy love that is notdied in
Truth, but is a cheap counterfeit for what the rmliever truly needs that can be found only in &haind
among his elect. The most common facade these lobsirbide behind is a promise of unconditional
acceptance of believer and unbeliever alike. A d$agm@f many church marquees, will reveal messdhat
read, “We love visitors,” “God is love”, “Come fellvship with us in love,” “We love the community,Gbd
loves sinners,” “Everyone is welcome here,” andasth. Many of these churches promote various oG
and services specifically designed to attract tlhesas and draw the unconverted into their ranks.fabade
of fake human love manifests itself in various wlbrlparties, games, and other “good times” sportsbre
the church to “get to know each other,” but it hasgenuine foundation in Truth or true Christiathofgship.
Truly, the newborn in Christ must grow up ratheicgly in today’s world. Like a young child, he mustarn



not to accept “candy from strangers.”

An infant believer may accept what various profegsthristians tell him at face value without quasti
Because of his initial lack of spiritual discernmdre may not at first notice that he receiveseddht answers
to his honest questions from different Christianmany of whom are possibly false professors. Ifeav n
believer gets a vague or evasive answer, he may donbelieve that he is at fault in not being atoe
reconcile those diverse answers in his own mindwvéi@r, obscure and evasive answers most often stem
from blind ignorance. Unenlightened and unsavedraigoers are actually baffled by serious doctrinal
guestions and have no valid answer for them. Inpthee of sound doctrine, liberal churches havetatba
broad agenda to be all things to all people. Thigses them to place a strong emphasis upon human
relationships to appear less radical to seculaesgoat large and to attract still more people ofuthe world.
Consequently, most liberal church members are Viigefynorant of important biblical doctrines — ahdw
their own local church may or may not relate tarih&ruth is viewed as a nebulous standard thaiadive to
circumstances rather than being absolute and eeollherefore, most liberal churches promote dricat
tolerance that recognizes anything as true as dsngn individual believer sincerely accepts itwashsan his
own mind. They commonly accept the beliefs of athees factual no matter how unscriptural they may be

The biblical reform effort is presently continuingtside of doctrinally frozen denominationalism st
various individual autonomous Bible churches (carbh 2016 Newsletter). Unfortunately, these chuscre
widely scattered among many other non-denomindti@hairches that engage in various non-biblical
doctrines and practices making sound churchegudiffio find. A few of them have become regionalies
that draw genuine believers from great distancessince it is located at an extreme distance fhmme, it
becomes difficult to lend support and personallgip@ate in the way that one should as an offioi@mber.

In some areas true Christ-centered Bible-churcloesad exist at all, thus forcing a believer to atteone
of the many denominational churches in order toagegn corporate worship and experience a limicethf
of Christian fellowship. In doing so, it becomes@ssary to prioritize biblical doctrines and preesi. Errors
of doctrine and practice deemed to be less impbrtarst be tolerated in order to embrace more prafou
truths that the denomination may emphasize. Thas isrational balancing act that most devout lvelie find
very difficult or impossible to maintain, inasmuah biblical Truth is a unity that cannot be subdidd and
categorized according to an assumed importance.c@nscience will surely condemn us if we feel that
have compromised Truth by agreeing to toleratefarmy of biblical error. Some believers “bite th&angue”
and settle for whatever church is nearby to wor€bgal in the midst of an estranged congregationraag
attempt to reform erroneous church doctrines froithiw — or since that is nearly impossible, tryigmore
them. Others may choose to stay at home to womlppvate or “attend” various electronic Churchesich
require less commitment from their viewers, butvte no real sense of fellowship. Supporting ndoiital
hypocritical churches with time or money only besmthey are close by or are convenient to “attemaih
exercise of poor Christian stewardship that mustavefully avoided lest we aid the enemy of Truth.

Finding a church to attend is a difficult task, lagtually joining a church is a very serious sfBpis is
because in doing so, one must agree to accept tledeachings of that particular temporal churobt, just
their truly biblical ones. Their religious paradignecomes your own, thus erecting artificial bagiérat
inhibit further biblical reform. We must never @talize away Truth in order to affiliate ourselwegh a
temporal church or denomination. It may become ssay for some believers to consider moving torea a
where a Christ-centered Bible-church can be fodtthough this is often a spiritual imperative, sta very
difficult decision to carry out since it means upiing oneself from extended family members anchfigeand
finding new employment through which to earn anlgyior oneself and, if married, ones immediate fami

As we rapidly approach the end of this current &jejst-centered biblically-sound churches will bee
increasingly rare as today's growing spiritual deds finally overwhelms all institutionalized chues.
Severe persecution of faithful Christian believbysa future powerful worldwide secular governmeni w
force the residue of true believers remaining orthetb huddle together in small covert enclavesthair
personal safety. There they must live and worshigdcret as they await the trumpet-call of Chisbé
transported off the earth to join Him in the aif. €Th. 4:17). The earth and its reprobate eartletens will
then be ripe for judgment. Next month, we shallibegseries of newsletters setting forth a carsfutly of
all end-time events as they are recorded in prapBetripture. CArthur J. Smith June 2016



