Newsletter June 2017

In our newsletter of April 2017, we began a seokestudies of the book of the “Revelation of JeSusist,”
with an exposition of the text contained within @tea 1. In that chapter, we saw a vision of theifigal Christ
as He stood in the midst of seven candlesticksesepiting a totality of his Church on earth. Theszew
represented in the Apostle John’s day (near theoétioe first century AD) by seven existing churslie Asia
minor (Re.1:13,20). In Jesus’ right hand, He helks messengers (angels/stars) to those churaohtess Vision
given to John, we find that Jesus is both the oreatd the source of light (and life) for all cHurassemblies
residing upon the earth. Jesus speaks of seveohgsuin
the present tense: “...the seven candlesticks wtroh t
seven Churches sawest are the seven churches” (Re.1:20). Thosensev
of Asia Y churches specifically refered to seven temporataties
located in seven cities of Asia Minor (present-tiagkey),
and they are identified by the city in which thegided.

X Thyatira Those cities are, Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos
n;z:g% *Philadelphia (Pergamum), Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, andilcaa.
n S cohesus o, (see map insert).
* Last month we discussed the first-century church at

Laodicea

o Ephesus — the home church of the Apostle Johnhidt
colossae remained firm in doctrinal truth, but in doing sadhlost
their first love for Christ and for his elect. lnig month’s
newsletter we shall discuss the first-century dchescat
hodes Smyrna and Pergamos. Like Ephesus, both of these we
J important port cities on or very near the Agean Sea

The city of Smyrna was located about 35 miles newtst of Ephesus. An ancient Aeolian settlement was
founded in 11 BC on a peninsula extending outtiiosea and was later developed by the loniansywehne one
of four major Greek tribes. A still later settlemhevas established nearby by the Romans on thesstdfpdount
Pagos In biblical times Smyrna was a very beautifultpaty at the head of the Hermus River with a well-
sheltered harbor. It was known as the “crown ditgtause it had many beautiful public buildings tirged the
summit of Mount Pagos like a crown. The acropdai$ortified citadel located on Mount Pagos, wasreted
with flowers, hedges, and myrtle trees further agdo this description. In addition, Smyrna wastéreninus for
an important overland trade route from the east.

The word “smyrna” means “myrrh,” a fragrant gumimesbtained from the Commiphora myrrha tree that
was produced and marketed by the residents ofcitys Myrrh was a very costly substance used by the
Egyptians as well as wealthy Jews in embalming thead. It was effective in both preserving theybadd in
preventing the foul odor associated with decayieght This costly substance along with gold andkircense
were presented to Jesus by the Magi that had cametiie oriental east to worship Him (cf. Mt. 2;1.D.

The city of Smyrna was deeply infused with pagansiwp — even more so than was Ephesus. The city
housed a temple of Zeus, the Greek god of the sklyoé thunder (known by the Romans as Jupiter), and
temple of Cybele (also worshiped as Diana, the ngmidess, in Ephesus). Cyble was the supposed mothe
goddess of all other gods and of men and was ttidegs oforimal nature. The city also containedeanple of
Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love and beauty,aatemple of Apollo, the Greek god of the sun ahdar.
Lastly it contained a temple of Aesculapius (orl&plos or Asclepius the Greek god of medicine — Smyrna was
famous in the ancient world for its knowledge ofdiae.

The later Roman settlement was destroyed by ahaeeaite in AD 200; both the earlier and later |araiof
Smyrna are archaeological ruins today. Both aratéatwithin the city boundaries of the city of lzmn the
modern nation of Turkey.

With this information as background, we shall nawntour attention to the text of Jesus’ messagido
church at Smyrna. As we shall see, this churchvedeo condemnation from Him.

“And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which
was dead, and is alive;(Re. 2:8)




Jesus identifies himself with the earlier visiontloé glorified Christ as “the first and the lastf.(Re.1:11)
and the one who was dead, but is now alive, anternds them that He has the keys to the graveadédath
itself (cf. Re.1:18). This reminder is most apprajar to this church, which was in the midst of ¢teating and
persecution leading to its martyrdom. Jesus rentimels that although they may need to die for tfagfh, they
will live on in Him for all eternity.

“I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (b ut thou art rich) and | know the blasphemy of
them which say they are Jews, and are not, but atbe synagogue of Satan.(Re.2:9)

Jesus acknowledged their good works in holdingotmd doctrine. Although poor in material goodsaas
consequence of intense persecution, Christiangglin Smyrna were very rich spiritually; they natiyo held
tenaciously to the Truth, they had also maintathed great love for Jesus and for each other.sJesew about
their persecutions that were perpetuated by thasdeeommunity. The Jews hated Christians becausg th
worshiped Jesus as the Messiah, whom they hade@jda that sense, they were not truly believiegsl
Moreover, many of these Jews were Greeks that daiged to be Jews; they were not genuine in angese
Jesus referred to them collectively as the synagof$atan, not the synagogue of Jehovah thatctagyged to
be; this deceit constituted blasphemy. The Jews wery likely reporting Christians of Smyrna to fReman
authorities as being subversive to the rule of Rome

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt sufferbehold, the devil shall cast some of you into
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have thulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and
| will give thee a crown of life” (Re.2:10).

Smyrna was at the center of emperor worship thdiblegun in AD 25 when the Roman Senate authorized t
building of temples to honor Tiberius Caesar. Cagear each citizen was ordered to offer up incem§aesar.
If they refused to do so, they were thrown ints@ni and given ten days to repent or suffer the phaaeath.
Most devout Christians in Smyrna would not giveewen as a political gesture, which resulted in mafrtyiem
being martyred — particularly so during the yeai3./81 to 86 under the reign of the emperor Domitiaven so,
Roman persecution did not end with Domitian; maearg later in A.D. 156, Polycarp, the beloved Bisbbthe
church at Smyrna and an earlier pupil of the Apodtthn, was martyred and burned alive in the stadiu
Smyrna (cfCRC Book Ill, page 100).

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spiritsaith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall
not be hurt of the second death'{Re. 2:11).

Again, Jesus is speaking directly to his elect tiaa®e an ear to hear that they take close notieéhaf He is
saying to the seven churches, in order that theybaable to withstand the evil all about them @mdain sound
in their faith. While they indeed may need to suffe separation from their bodies for the sak€laist through
mortal death, they would never suffer the seconathgewhich is the separation of men’s souls from a
compassionate and loving God throughout eternitystate of everlasting torment.

The church of Smyrna is representative of manydttes today that are hated and persecuted forribeant
faithfulness of their firm belief. While some few these churches exist in the United States, thast &
abundance throughout the world — particularly siiiwilslamic nations. Not many if any pseudo-Claiss fill
the pews of these churches. They have alreadytdddmrcause they are no longer interested in Ipargpcuted
for a cause that was not truly their own. In tinoégersecution, the false professor always fleémsé that
remain behind are proved genuine and continue gerence severe trials of their faith by their petgors for
their abiding love of Jesus Christ and the eteeahrds that await them.

That type of faithful church, no longer held togetlith the wealth and influence of its worldly mgens,
commonly finds itself in extreme poverty. Yet, thapoverished church also finds itself purged @& thake-
believer and are therefore filled with the Spifitnautual hope. Although they are poor, yet theyrake: not in
the wealth of this world, but in heavenly treasuaed in their spiritual strength. They fear non¢hef things that
they suffer in love, since they eagerly look forevér a “crown of life” that is promised to all wibelieve on the
name of Jesus. Blessed are those believers, famuglhh many have been put to death over the yeathdw
persistent faith they shall never taste of etedleath.

The church at Smyrna can also be seen to reprtbgedbminant type of church that existed about AD tb
314 (cf. timeline below). The church in that agesvaaavily persecuted by the Roman Empire untileatict of
toleration” was issued in A.D. 313 by the Roman erapConstantine. By that time, their ranks hachliksned



of many precious souls that had gone on to be @hitist. Ten waves of persecution had been predimtelesus

Prophetic Aspect of the Seven Messages ,’ W.hen .He Sald’ “and ye shall have
Philadelphia tribulation ten days” (Re.2:10). Those

| Ephesus | Smyna | Pergamos | THys [peds |Leodiceag | “ten  days” of persecution are
| | @ | | | ] exemplified later by ten periods in which
s LU iy st R 2 5 the church was persecuted by the Roman

Empire between the years AD 64 and
314. By the time the message to Smyrna was writtempf those periods had already passed intorlidBelow
is a chronological list of ten periods of persemsi designated by the Roman Emperor that hadtedtihem:
Nero AD 64-68 (the Apostle Paul beheadedCBIC Book Ill, page 62)
Domitian AD 95-96 (John exiled to Patmos;GRC Book IlIl, page 65)
Trajan AD 104-117 (Ignatius burned at the stek&;RC Book lIl, pages 96 and 114)
Marcus Aurelius AD 161-180 (Polycarp martyredQRC Book Ill, page 100)
Severus AD 200-211, (Irenaeus and Clement mdrtgfeCRC Book Ill, page 125)
Maximinius AD 235-237 (cfCRC Book lll, page 125)
Decius AD 250-253 (cCRC Book lll, page 126)
Valerian AD 257-260 (cfCRC Book Ill, page 126)
Aurelian AD 270-275 (cfCRC Book IlIl, page 126)

10 Diocletian AD 303-313 (most intense persecubiaall; cf. CRC Book IIl, page 128)

Having discussed the church at Smyrna, we shall toon our attention to the church at Pergamos (aka
Pergamon, Pergamum). Pergamos existed as a seitlprioe to 400 BC. In biblical times, it was aycaf Mysia
located on a promontory near the River SelinusCjacus) — about 18 miles inland from the Aegean &eh
around 50 miles north-east of Smyrna. It was bobieautiful and very wealthy city, which producednhach
sought after parchment known by the Greeks as Pem@— so named after the city. Pergamos boagieshta
library which contained over two hundred thousaallimes of scrolls. Mark Anthony later gave thislection
to Cleopatra who had the volumes carried off taxateria in Egypt to be placed in the much-reveradhty
there. Pergamos grew in prominence under Roman itglgoopulation expanding to as many as 200,000
residents. For a time, it was designated as theaRaapital of Asia until the capital was later nibte Ephesus.

Pergamum was a center for ancient Babylonian $ol ¢od) worship, and it also had an altar to theetr
god Zeus as well as several temples dedicated neaR@mperor worship. A sanctuary was constructeal i
valley at Pergamum, which was dedicated to Aesaugafor Asklepios or Asclepilishe Greek God of medicine
and healing. An occult-science developed, in wisetanic healing purportedly took place throughstyrabol of
the serpent. Those who were stricken of infirmiesuld bathe in a spring located there, during which
Aesculapius would allegedly appear to them in amravith a remedy for their condition. At its pedke
sanctuary grounds were overrun with thousands dftlgnmon-poisonous shakes. This sanctuary was later
expanded into a lavish Roman spa, wherein it rethits earlier notoriety as a therapeutic healenger.

The rod of Aesculapius has been carried down tontbdical profession of our times as a staff entd/wwéh
a serpent. Another somewhat less objectionablenarighis medical emblem is suggested from NumBé&r§-9.
This symbol is often confused with the caduceuschvis the rod of Hermes having two serpents enbgin
around it. Strangely, Hermes was the Greek godimiaog and theft. Inasmuch as the caduceus isaaturiated
with Mercury, the Greek god of speed, wings arerofidded to this symbol. Variations of those twmlsyls
have over time become nearly interchangeable akeemlused within the modern medical profession.

The city of Pergamos was severely damaged by dmgeake in AD 262, and it was thoroughly pillaggd b
the Goths shortly thereafter. Today, the city i duuin located just northwest of the modern oityBergama,
which is within the Izmir province of Turkey.

With this information as background, we shall nowtto Jesus’ message to the church of Pergamos.

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;These things saith he which hath the sharp

sword with two edges’(Re.2:12);

Jesus identifies himself to the messenger of thecbhat Pergamos as He whose words are as a two-
edged sword (Re.1:16). This was a word of warriiig two-edged sword was a powerful weapon in thays
inasmuch as it cut on both the fore stroke andotek stroke. Perhaps Jesus was pointing out thah Wik

CoNoOOAWNE



attacked his enemies in their city, they too cdaddcut down by the back stroke if they allied thelves in any
way with them by engaging in fornication, sacrifgito idols, or accepting the doctrine of Balaash.Re.2:16)
“I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even whre Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my
name, and hast not denied my faith, even in thoseags wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr,
who was slain among you, where Satan dwelletl{fRe.2:13).

Jesus knew all about their struggle against entesithey lived where Satan had his headquartersvasd
worshiped through the idol of the serpent. Nevéetd® they had held fast to Jesus’ name, continanzall
themselves Christians when it was extremely damgeto do so. Even in the midst of severe persecttiey
had held fast to the true faith. Nothing is knoviooat Antipas mentioned in this verse except thatri@me
means “against all’ and that he was martyred by#gans of the city because of his faithful withegsf Jesus.

“But | have a few things against thee, because thohast there them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock dfore the children of Israel, to eat things
sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. $ hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing | hate.Repent; or else | will come unto thee quickly, anavill fight against
them with the sword of my mouth” (Re.2:14-16).

Jesus was very disturbed because they had alloveedtinat adhered to the doctrine of Baalam in their
congregation. Such men desired wealth more tharaitie which caused them to put stumbling bloakghe
way of the maturity of believers. They advocateal idorship, and committing fornication either ladly or by
marrying outside their faith. This was in accorithvthe epicurean practices of the Nicolaitans Wradiscussed
earlier when we studied the message to the churcbmgrna. If they did not repent from such ungodly
compromise, Jesus said He would come against thémth& sharp sword of his own Word.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spiritsaith unto the churches; To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will gie him a white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receisth it” (Re.2:17).

Jesus offered to feed individual believers, who l@eek to overcome error and corruption, with aidd
food (manna). The purity of the food He offers casits greatly with putrefied food that was offeteddols.
Furthermore, He would give him a place within tlemiple of God. A “white stone” with his own speai@me
on it awaits the over-comer in that heavenly hotseyill be acquitted of any wrongdoing with whise may
have been unwittingly entangled that was not oblniem making or approval.

The church in Pergamos is representative of mampdeal churches today that are founded in corrupt
worldly surroundings. While they steadfastly adher¢he name of Jesus and do not outwardly denpdnse,
they compromise with the evil around them by givingto satanic doctrines and to the acceptanceilef v
professors within their ranks. This corruption éers today in churches that accept error in ord@etpetuate
their institutional existence. As did the churchiPatgamos, many churches place an undue emphasisiegus’
acts of physical healing over the all-essentiaiitsial healing to which it pointed (cf. Lu.5:20-2%Jompromise
and error are deadly enemies of Truth, eventuafigering those that accept it totally empty of taith.
Prophetically, the church at

Prophetic Aspect of the Seven Messages Ph”ademhia,’ Pergamos can be seen to represent the
| Ephesus | Smyma | Pergames | Thyatira |Bardis | Laodicea, dominant temporal church existing
| | | @ | | | | during the period AD 314 to 590.
33AD 100 314 590 1500 2000 7 During that time, Roman persecution of
the true church was exchanged for a

satanic embrace as through the activities of thpdfan Constantine, the Roman Empire took absoloméral
over the operation of the temporal church from initicf. CRC Book Ill, pages 134-136). As multitudes of
unsaved heathen were later forced into the Romarctielby the Emperor Theodosius (CRC Book lll, pages
141-143), church worship and practice became idfuseith paganism and worldliness; Roman
institutionalization thus began to enclose the timgrch within a corrupt and monstrous politicalisture. As a
consequence, biblical Truth was repeatedly commednio political whims and expediencies. Over timany
of those corruptions became established Roman lehaditions, which ultimately gained dominance rothe
authority of Holy Scripture, thus adversely affegtall matters of faith and even Truth itself.
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