Newsletter March 2016

In previous newsletters we have been highly ctitoéthe decadent churchianity (cf. Newsletter ®@eto
2014) that has overwhelmed today's temporal chsrdbelike the Visible Church, which is the preskvihg
earthly component of the one eternal Church tlatscends space and time, the temporal church usnarhn
institution that is both earth-bound and time-boyofi CRC Book II, page 147). The sole purpose of the
temporal church is to provide an organization tigtowhich the Visible Church can function on earth.
Although a temporal church can never hope to p#yfefdl this important role because of its human
establishment and leadership, it should consistettive to reach upward toward that goal.

Today, the temporal church is threatened to bevdwelmed and absorbed by a sin-stained world though
the infiltration of secular humanism carried inflajse professors of the faith. Rest assured, horvévat not
all local churches have fallen into doctrinal, Mpead procedural decay to the extent that we Ipageiously
discussed. These rare local churches are ofterehiddthin a barrage of liberalism and pseudo-ortixyd
issuing forth out of today's churchianity. In thiswsletter, we shall turn our attention toward tdgimg these
rare churches by sharing some thoughts concermeagptoperties of an ideal temporal church (hereafte
referred to as the church for sake of brevity). Sehthoughts are based upon Barctrinal Statemenas well
as all of our books and newsletters, which arelalvis on this website.

First and foremost, the church must be fully Godtered. It must never bend to the will of man, iwist
submissively conform to the will of God. Not onlyust the church be God-centered it must also beuglyo
Christ-centered. When we worship Jesus Christ, la@ worship God the Father who sent his Son tddart
be a propitiation for our sins. The Visible Chuishhe living body of Christ on earth, and a loclalirch must
fully exemplify that identity or cease to be a tegate church.

The church must maintain a close relationship wibd through corporate worship as it regularly
assembles together to represent the redeemed ist. &ithough we have many opportunities to worsBipd
individually, corporate worship allows us to exmesity with others of like faith. God greatly des our
collective worship expressed through earnest mgauiprayers of praise. Spoken prayers must beesded
directly to God extolling his worth, not put fortbr congregational approval or admonition. Haviagighat,
corporate prayers must combine with the spiritue¢ds of the congregation to express their own grais
through and around the words of the spoken prdyed-centered worship is also manifested through the
spirited recitation of various Old-Testament Psalhgraise and through vibrant congregational siggi
which must be both reverent and worshipful. Becauwsgemporary music often fails the reverencedastto
its indulgent musical style and often contain Igrithat revere the believer more than God, manyidaibl
churches have chosen to revive the older praisenbywhthe church (cf. Newsletter, November 2015)lyO
congregational singing provides a complete corgotatity of praise, which is notably absent whensgra
music is performed by choirs and soloists. Morepapplause for praise music is never appropriategshis
would be paramount to snatching worship back framal @nd placing it onto to those who had offeredliis
not only dishonors God, it completely discredits humble offering of a sincere giver as well.

As praise through prayer and worshipful singingus way of addressing God, his Word is the means by
which He directly speaks to us. Therefore, the dmumust place their complete trust in the divintharship
of Holy Scripture. God is not appeased by cleviwéry and anecdotal addresses to the congregation
intermingled here and there with his Word, but omith the meticulous expository teaching from thepgt of
his very Word as it is written. God is highly hoadrwhen his Word is clearly and accurately spokash a
received with joy by the congregation. In addittorthe Scripture text itself, expository teachingsincontain
a careful explanation of context and backgroundyels as explicating any translational problemsamning
the text, in order to fully establish its preciseaning. Scripture must never be bent to softeméssage or to
overstate it, nor should it ever be twisted to comf to some lofty individual or church applicatitrat does
not fully comply with its original intent. Scriptal applications are supernaturally transmitted sewkived
when God's Word is clearly spoken and the indwegllitoly Spirit applies its message directly to tleautt and
mind of the believer.

The church Must act as a vast storehouse of aifdliwmith, which is firmly held to be inviolate aagart from
all sinful human opinion. For Scripture to be trttye Word of God, it must be obtained from a soadslation
derived from many manuscripts trailing back todhginal autographs (cf. Newsletter April 2015).cBase of an



overwhelming choice of translations of varying dyaoday, it is absolutely necessary that the chioe able to
differentiate between sound translations and paoistations that can adversely affect sound dectiiia do that,
the church must maintain a scholarly forum of chuetders for ascertaining, re-validating, and naanihg

Scriptural doctrine without error and without commise. A church should also produce a printed rsiaté of

belief that clearly describes all of its major dimal positions both as a testament to the worldl @ an aid to
prospective members. At a minimum, that statemargtracknowledge the sovereignty of God in all mstte
including the redemption of men. It must acknowkedge triune quality of the Divine Being, subsigtas the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It must acknowledwe \tirgin birth of Jesus Christ, and thereby piiatldesus as
being fully God yet fully man through his incarmati The church must declare the death of Chrish@®only

atonement for human sin and acknowledge Jesusyledurrection from the dead as a verificatiomainkind's
justification to God. It must further acknowleddpe tHoly Spirit whose extensive work is to first emh men of

sin, and then by revealing the redemptive work€lofist facilitate a spiritual re-birth. In doing,sthe church
must not fall into the snares of the modern chaigmmovement (cf. Newsletter, January 2015).

The church must not only diligently seek to holdiblical Truth, it must provide sound doctrinairuction
to aid new believers in reaching a maturity in fédigh. Beginning with the simple milk of the Trutlontained in
the Gospel for young children and the novice, istralso be willing to explore the depth and breadtbod’s
Word to satisfy the mature believer’s continuatdhfor greater knowledge of God and Christ. Thitereded
teaching must encompass every book of the Bibtd gt we gain the whole council of God's Worde Thurch
also should promote spiritual growth in its memtmrencouraging home Bible studies and persongkeptanes
outside the corporate meeting of the body. Thenal&e goal in doing this should be to cultivatehfiait disciples
of men who will in turn seek out and bring forthdanal disciples. In this manner, the true Claistfaith is
perpetuated through the work of godly men and ptetefrom alteration by the ungodly.

An ideal church should have a biblically completeurch government in place consisting of Elders,
Deacons, and a presiding pastor. In keeping wihdiline natural order of creation, the Bible chga&xcludes
women from assuming any of these roles, and a sobhacth must accept that limitation without questio
argument, or exception (cf. 1Ti. 2:12-14; Newsletter March 2015).

The role of Elders is paramount to the health ef ¢hurch inasmuch as they act as vigilant oversafers
church worship, guardians of church doctrine, artdgut the purity of the church through the propegrcise
of church discipline. Elders must be carefully st#d by god-fearing men in accordance with thectstri
Scriptural standards set forth in First Timothy &8rid Titus 1:6. They must be devout and capabtehéra of
God's Word, from the pulpit as necessity dictabes, be especially able and willing to teach in lémsnal
settings, such as Sunday School classes and ottlerdBudies, wherein serious questions can béogptit and
faithfully answered. Men of this quality are inderde in today's world, but a biblically sound Ibchurch
will draw such men into its midst through the H@pirit's guidance. Scripture does not stipulateudiqular
number of Elders, but as a practical rule theretrhasat least two to avoid any possibility of au&bic rule,
with a maximum limited to that which allows themrégularly meet together and function efficiently.

In addition, an ideal church must select deacormversee the physical welfare of its members. Desco
should be selected by the congregation at largerutid guidance of elders in accordance with 178-13.
Deacons may temporarily provide material aid andifuas needed by members of the congregation whe ha
suffered loss of employment or have encounteredrdthancial difficulties. They also must provider fthe
visitation of shut-ins and those confined in nugshomes and hospitals. In addition, they must maredly
church physical properties and real estate, asageticcount for church offerings and financial exjueires.
In regard to this last duty, they should regulgstepare printed reports for church members — gstotal
offerings and expenditures as well as a reporthenoiverall financial state of the church. A chueoctinarily
requires a greater number of Deacons than Elddtgfibthis wide range of service.

The primary role of the church pastor is to dilitherstudy, prepare, and present biblical expository
dissertations from the pulpit. He must meet theesgumalifications required for selecting elders jwithom he
must closely work. As a practical matter, be mayagcchairman and mediator when the board of Elohest
to ensure order. He must be an exemplary Christearing the personal integrity to present himsell ars
family as a role model for true Christian livinge Hhust lovingly shepherd and council the congregaiti all
significant matters of daily life and preside oweairriages and conduct funeral services. Becausextesisive



full-time duties prevent him from earning a livirtge church must support both him and his familghviving
guarters and properly provide church funds fordaig-to-day needs. Although lay members may bezatlin

an initial search committee to locate potentialdidates for the office of pastor, ordained Elderssticlosely
oversee that committee and must be held fully nesipte for ultimately selecting a fully qualifiedam to
fulfill that position. The entire board of Eldersust carefully examine the candidates and come to a
unanimous decision; failing that, the search must continue. The congregation's role in this process is
commonly limited to affirming the final choice dfdir Elders with a resounding vote of confidence.

The duty of individual members of the church isféathfully attend regular services of the church
whenever possible, and to personally serve in weateapacity one is able as opportunities present
themselves and as need dictates. Prayers shoglthbiaually offered up by members for the soundézahip
of their church officers that they may not fallard snare surreptitiously set for them by the en#é, and that
they exercise their authority justly and in accoawith the will of God. Members must likewise esflup
prayers for civil magistrates, and leaders of tatom in which the church resides that they shaould justly
and provide an atmosphere of peace in which thecbhhtan thrive.

Members must also furnish all necessary financesgerations of the church. Old-Testament titheigot
directly applicable to the church wherein its membare expected to give graciously, generously and
cheerfully as they are able out of an abundangeyofSome individuals may set a personal goal ¥@ gine-
tenth of their income, while others determine teegas much as they are able without any strict adaog.
There are also many worth-while charities and @lansministries outside the institutionalized churthat
faithfully perpetuate the Gospel and teach God's Word; these ministries often provide the local church with
new members. For that reason, a church must nétuiles so-called “store-house tithing” wherein ever
charitable donation must be funneled directly thi® church coffers lest these important ministii@snder.

The church must promote brotherly love and asgtstre within the body with their personal walk with
Christ. This is especially important for new bekes, but at times even mature saints need helprimg out
priorities and maintaining a faithful walk with Christ. The Christian walk is far from an easy one; believers
often become troubled with many issues that unbeigecannot begin to understand. It is at this tiha a
fellow believer in Christ can provide great comfartd useful council. The church must provide mutual
encouragement in times of trials and adversity shehno member should ever believe that they rswiger
in isolation. It must also offer up collective pemg for the infirm among them not only for their
encouragement, but also to unleash the healing pofv&od in their behalf according to his will. Hag done
so, church members must realize that they are gfté@ the hands and feet that God may choosélizeun
providing an answer to those prayers.

The church must firmly hold to a biblical understang of the Lord's Supper as the church's primary
means of expressing true spiritual unity and fedbip with each other and with Christ. All sociatlggrings
of the church must remain subordinate to that fyedliove feasts and fellowship dinners, althoughiaity
beneficial, must not ever be allowed to displacemeroach upon the importance of the Lord's Suppée
Lord's supper is not a means to salvation, not & means of maintaining salvation, but a solemnoc
remembrance of the Lord's death by his faithful Church until He returns (cf. Lu.22:19; 1Co. 11:24,25). The
bread and juice remain unchanged throughout the procedure; they are not miraculous elements, nor are they in
any way efficacious; they are but simple symbols of Christ's body and blood that aids in focusing the human
mind on Christ's sacrificial death. Therefore, 6his not physically or spiritually present withime elements
themselves; His presence is to be found only within the hearts and minds of true believers who partake of
them. Because we cannot always rightly discernethaiso are in Christ, the church must make the kord'
Table available to all who profess Christ, but alsv@recede it with the Scriptural warning concegnihe
self-damning consequences for those who would kaéit without discerning the body and blood dfriSt.
There is no biblical mandate for the frequency led tord's Supper, leading some churches to contuct
weekly, others monthly, some quarterly, and unfoataly some not at all. What is important is timet Lord's
Table not be neglected or conversely rendered sormmmplace that it loses all its profound meaning.

Because Christians remain an imperfect peoplediinma fallen world, the earth-bound time-bound geral
church experiences much of this world's decadehherefore, the church must provide a means to @ssur
continuous personal accountability to Christ andaoh other such that they may be aided in liviggdly life in



accord with biblical principles. At times this peéd fellowship is disturbed by one or more belisvaho have
fallen into sinful practices. When a wayward brothesister is found to have fallen into sin, eveffprt must be
made to restore him or her whole again to the ttmidugh loving rebuke along with the assurance @maist has
forgiven all our sins, past and present, if wedarntfess our sins and turn away from them (cf. 13). Only if

the member stubbornly refuses to repent should BBebe cast out into the world in order to maintiae purity
of the church. Upon demonstrated repentance mathgsé prior members may later be reinstated. timfately,
not all professing members of churches are members of the Visible Church; worldliness and sin is so deeply

rooted in their lives that repentance is impossible; thus, they must remain permanently banned from all future

church gatherings of the faithful (cf. Newslettede@mber 2015).

The church must fully comprehend the radical natirthe new birth, without which no man can see the
Kingdom of Heaven (cf. Jn.3:3). Through the newhhia new man is created in Christ as the old man i
Adam dies (cf. 1C0.15:22). The church must humhtiknawledge God's sovereign role in this spiritual
transformation; spiritual rebirth is an act of God, not of man. Man's sole role in attaining the atonement is a
subordinate response to the Gospel to which th@mdsnhave been divinely opened by the Holy Spirit.
Accordingly, the church must fully reject evangalism's “easy believism” — the presumptive notibattone
can accept Christ as savior to attain the futuys jof Heaven, yet reject Christ's lordship oveiirthees by
continuing to live in moral depravity with the rastthe fallen world. Christ died to save us frdme ravages
of sin, not to indulge in sin without consequeréough a born-again believer can occasionallyndtie into
sin, he greatly desires in his new nature to obeysCand to walk in a way that is pleasing to Him.

In connection with spiritual conversion, the churobst hold to a biblical understanding of rituaptsm.
Baptism cannot bring forth a new birth or wash away sins; it only provides a means of personal witness and
testimony for a believer who has already been laorew in Christ. Therefore, the church must rejget t
unbiblical doctrine of baptismal regeneration €RC Book Il, page 423). The only method of ritual tiam
described in Scripture is immersion, which was utadken by professing Christians as a personal wstrod
their faith. Inasmuch as infants do not have thetalecapacity to make any profession of faith, pédgtism
must be rejected. The baptism of infants has adotd the unbiblical methods of sprinkling and pogr
inasmuch as immersing babies is not consideredosatasonable (cf. Newsletter August 2012).

Even as the local church must be firmly establishdtie Truth, it must carry that Truth to the lpsbples of
the entire world in keeping with the great comnais<iMt.28:19,20). Every believer must realize ttnaty are a
personal evangelist of the Gospel to all of thas¢heir locality as occasion provides the oppotyuto bear
witness of it both in word and deed. To that ehdytmust learn to engage a lost world without camising
their own integrity in doing so (cf. Jude 23). Basai it is impossible for one believer to personabch everyone
in the world, it is important that the church peifor a true Gospel outreach beyond its immegiigisdiction
by sending forth emissaries of the Gospel into temmegions of the world. The Gospel is universal &
intended for all on earth to hear without exceptidithough it will be rejected by the masses adisboess, it
brings forth eternal salvation to those who recéivitrough the power of God (cf. 1Co. 1:23,24).akyg the
church must refuse evangelicalism as the centretide of the Christian faith — fully rejectingetinotion that
salvation comes about as a consequence of masisagere efforts through pragmatic evangelistic reeard
fully rejecting the delusive unbiblical notion afiversal salvation.

Finally, the church must hold to a biblical eschagy, by acknowledging the book of Revelation as a
prophetic book containing prophesies yet to belledf when the world enters into the end times @ERC
Book IlIl, Doctrines of the Last Daysection 20). In brief, the church must anticipateall from Christ to
transport the Visible Church off the earth to be with Him (cf. 1Th. 4:16,17); this is commonly referred to as the
rapture of the Church. The rapture will be followsda series of catastrophic judgments hurled dowsod
from Heaven upon the unsaved masses remaining deirthe earth. Following this time of divine wrath
Jesus will physically return to the earth to judige nations for their sin and rejection of Him. &atill be
incarcerated, and Jesus will renovate the eartil@sestablishes and reigns over a thousand-year long
Kingdom on earth. At the end of that thousand y&atan will be released, and because of his rebelie
will be fully judged by being thrown into the lal# fire. Then will come the universal resurrectiand
judgment of the reprobate masses. This event wilfdlowed by the creation of a new heavens anéwva n
earth and a consummation of all things within arredl heavenly state® Arthur J. Smith March 2016



