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In our April 2016 Newsletter, we provided an intnation to church history in which we mentioned
Christian denominationalism as a consequence oPtbtestant Reformation Movemein this newsletter
we shall provide an overview of major denominatiofshe past as well as their development intoesutrr
denominations. A denomination is properly definega organized group of churches that holds tcdhee
distinctive doctrines and practices. A sizable grotiindividual congregations is generally consgdeto be
a valid Christian denomination as long as theyhaltl to essential core Christian doctrines of gnéhfand
ascribe to théApostle’s Creedtext of which is available through a link on thef&ence page of this
website) All denominations began as loosely affiliated movements at first; therefore, to study
denominations commonly begins with the study of avement. Through church creeds and other
statements of belief, it is possible to reach aaorable understanding of each denomination's ceides
that were adhered to at its inception. Even so,camefind variations in both doctrine and pracfroen one
individual local church to another within a denoation, and today's liberal churchianity has rendere
many early creeds and statements of belief viguakaningless as they gather dust in the archivesaay
of today's churches.

A Major Church Denominationshart is included on the very last page of this sietter. It is also
posted as a separate document through a link ofRisference” page of this website. Since this chalit
be directly referred to throughout this newslettiee, reader may want to keep it close at hand separate
browser tab — or if preferred print out a hard cdpynning down the left edge of this chart thera tane-
line beginning at AD 30 and ending with the yeab@0Major denominations placed within this timeelin
are represented by interconnected blue boxes. Tieetidn of the arrows placed on connecting lines
represent a general flow of influence from one deination to the founding of the next. For those tivan
more specific information regarding particular maants and denominations as we proceed through this
overview, we have provided page numbers in sugptserll of which refer to relevant topics contghin
the church history sections @bmprehensively Reformed Christiaridgok 1.

At the very top center of the chart we find a begresenting the true church as it was first calhal
being on the day of Pentecost and as it continexlijh the Apostolfé, the Sub-apostolit and Post-sub-
apostoli¢™ ages. This first box is followed nearly three ceigts later by another box representing the
Roman Imperial Churchwhich came into existence in AD 313 through apcaletat by the Roman
government to absorb and control every aspect afn thought and worshiid* Coexisting for a time in
opposition to thd&rkoman Imperial Churclvere a few covert separatist churches represdéyteshother box
to the immediate left. Very little is known abobese early clandestine churches or how long thdyren
with the noted exception of one prominent separgtisup known as th®onitists;>*which wereloosely
associated with another violent religious orderknas theCircumcellion$®. Both vanished from the reach
of history without leaving a trace during the Muasiconquests of the seventh century.

The Imperial churchunderwent a split much later in AD 1064 into thegent-dayRoman Catholic
Churchand theEastern Orthodox Churéf. Also note that th&®ussian Orthodox Churabf AD 988, which
was early on loosely associated (represented witlashed line) with th&oman Imperial Churghlater
came under the direct influence of thastern Orthodox ChurciMany new believers, have fallen into the
trap of assuming that theoman Catholic Churcimust be the only valid church because of its ancie
traditional moorings that would seemingly identifyfavorably with the first-century church. Howeyes
this chart demonstrates, the institutionalized Ror@durch did not come into existence until the yearl
fourth century — preceding which time the true chunad been violently persecuted by the Romanigallit
state. The early church's battered remnant wasftreibly absorbed into the decaying Roman Empire i
AD 313 under the Emperors Constantihand Theodosid$, thus fully encasing the true church in Roman-
style churchianity, which quickly became infusedhaiank paganism.

Prominently located directly beneath the box repméag theRoman Catholic Churclyou will find a
notation in large capital letters signifying thREFORMATION MOVEMENT** which began around the
year AD 1182 within the Waldensidh movement. Churches following this date on the tclaae all



commonly referred to as Protestant churches inasnascthey protested the corrupt churchianity of the
Roman Catholic Churclout of which they were painfully extricating theshses to form their own
churches. Protestant churches technically repredehtblically reformed churches that purport tpecate
under the sole authority of Holy Scripture rathieart the edicts of a Roman Pope and the extra-iblic
dogma of theRoman Catholic ChurchHowever, it must be said that none of these dtegchave ever
reached the pinnacle of biblical reform to whicleyhhave aspired. The reform effort failed to achiev
unified biblical conformity due to sharp differescen interpretation of Bible texts — particulatiyose
concerning the sovereign election of God's ownmmseed to the determined efforts of mortal menaio g
their salvation through personal woRdn addition, there were arguments over the sugpefficacy of the
sacraments and other ritual practices in bringingua salvation, the retention of certain otherdaRoman
traditions, and even political haggling. As a cansmnce, the reform effort became fragmented, asst f
glance at our chart clearly demonstrates — and mdreethat we have only listed major denominatioms o
this chart. Today, there are thousands of distsigable Protestant denominations world-wide — byesom
estimates as many as twenty to thirty thousand!

Emerging out of the Reformation Movement, Protastean was initially divided into three primary
branches represented by the formation of threeomatichurches as follows: 1) Theitheran Church?,
established in Germany by Martin Lutféand founded in 1522, 2) thReformed Churghestablished in
Switzerland by John Calvi#t and founded in 1523, 3) thehurch of Englandestablished through the
efforts of Thomas Cranntét and founded in 1534. Churches within these the®oudhinations are often
referred to as “high churches” because their emitEgy and formal liturgies remain closely assoetatvith
those of theRoman Catholic ChurchFor instance, all of these churches engage inethar of infant
baptism, which had begun earlier in tReman Catholic Churclthrough the false doctrine of baptismal
regeneratior’® In addition, all deny many of the prophetic daws put forth in the book of Revelatitii,
which includes a future millennial age on eartledubver by Jesus Christ.**

The Lutheran Churchalong with theReformed Churchater contributed to the founding of tMoravian
Church established by Nicholas van Zinzend¥rfin AD 1700. In addition, the_.utheran Churchtoday
continues on, and it consists of many churcheautfitrout the world, as well as many separate buebtos
affiliated sub-denominations.

The Reformed Churcldirectly influenced the founding of tHeresbyterian Churclin Scotland by John
Knox®°in 1560. From the Presbyterian Church in Scothaaribus sub-denominations were formed, such as
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Chuf@RPC) founded in 1643The Presbyterian Church in the
United Statesn 1861,The Presbyterian Church in Ameri¢gRCA) in 1973 and th@resbyterian Church
USA (PCUSA) in 1983. TherReformed Churchalong with Lutheranism had earlier contributedthe
founding of the intensely persecutédnch Huguenoté ***in 1530.The Reformed churchiso contributed
to theAnabaptist Movemefit that was begun by Conrad GreBah 1525. Out of the Anabaptist movement
came theMennonite&?in 1593, theAmist**in 1693, and th€hurch of the Brethrein 1709.

The Church of England known today internationally as th&nglican Churck*® or the Anglican
Communion,resulted in the founding of thEpiscopal Churchin America in 1776. Various separatist
churches rose up in England in opposition to thealBethan compromise known as Anglicanfrmost
notably the Puritan churchésof 1558 whose purity of doctrine and practicerdati@ayed an important role
in the founding of the United Stat&&Later on came thEnglish Baptists® in 1609 and the Quakétsin
1645 followed by the founding of thdethodist Churchin 1791, which came about through the methodical
teaching of John Weslé$?

The English Baptistchurches of 1609 gave rise to tRast Baptist Churchfounded in the North
American colonies by Roger Williarf#$in 1638. Over the years additional Baptist chusclvere formed in
the United States that became denominationallyrdotenected through an organization known as the
Triennial Conventioft® of 1814. “Triennial” in their name came about frdhe fact that they assembled
together every three years. As the United Stated ®ar*** loomed darkly on the horizon, many southern
churches broke away to form tBeuthern Baptist Conventihin 1845 — which continued on after the war



ended and even expanded northward. Many Baptistckhs remain affiliated with this convention yet
today. TheNational Baptist Conventiomvas organized in the north in 1914 out of theieailriennial
Conventionand was renamed tiemerican Baptist Convention 1950 — which in turn became known as
theAmerican Baptist Churches USA1972.

The Church of Christwas founded in 1794 on the American western fromieKentucky by Barton W.
Stone®* It had its origin in both Baptist and Methodistuethes, but moved backward theologically to
embrace earlier doctrines of Roman Catholicismeesfly those regarding the efficacy of the sacnasie
in what was referred to as tRestoration MovemenChurches known today &hristian Church (Disciples
of Christf*! were simultaneously founded by a Presbyterian neinid\lexander Campbeil’ in western
Pennsylvania out of this same restoration movenmeri832 both groups merged with a simple handshake
There has been some confusion regarding indiviclmaich names since that time.

The Methodist ChurcHater gave rise to th8alvation Armyfounded by William Bootff* in 1865, and
later on to the many churches of tHeliness Church Movemeift,which began in 1863 over the issue of
personal sanctification. These churches inclide Church of Godounded in 1886,The Christian
Missionary Alliancé&® established in 1887,he Church of the Nazareti&founded in 1895The Assemblies
of Godfounded in 1914The Four Square Churcfounded in 1927, andhe Calvary Chapelounded in
1965. Most of these churches are involved in chaati PentecostalisAt The Wesleyan Churcéff of 1843
had anticipated the holiness movement by more thandecades, when it was formed by a break away
from Methodism due to a sharp disagreement conagthe issue of human slavery.

Three major American cults are also listed on tiart, two of which sprang out of earlier Christian
denominations. These cults have been placed nedethedge of the chart between the years 1800 and
1900 with an “*" next to boxes that have a transpabackground. Théehovah's Witness&scult came out
of the English Baptistmovement in 1870 via way of thilillerite Movement? of 1840 — which had
erroneously set a failed calendar date of 1844ther return of Christ. Th&eventh Day Adventidts
(variously referred to as a cult or a valid Chastisect) also came out of tMillerite Movemenin 1863.
The cult ofChristian Scienc®’ founded by Mary Baker Eddy came out of earlier gegational churches
in 1879.Mormonisn’® was uniquely fabricated out of whole cloth by its founder Joseph Smith; this cult's
official name isChurch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sair@dten these cults are improperly referred to as
“Christian cults”because of their false claim to the historic Christian faith; none of these cults are Christian
in a sound biblical sense. Cults uniquely denyawesely distort one or more of the very basic temétthe
Christian faith and/or they profess a unique ekildical doctrine put forth by their founder.

Discounting obvious cults, we may wonder whichhefde denominations more closely represent biblical
first-century Christianity. It is fair to say thabne of them have attained that level of perfectioa to non-
biblical traditions that were retained and compsesi that were reached in the very process of their
formation. Omitted from this chart, however, is @evarray of non-denominational churches that dpera
outside of any formal affiliation. Included amormgese are innumerable community churches, whichr tate
believers (as well as many unbelievers) from evagiceivable denominational or non-denominational
background. They purposefully remain theologicalgue in order to accommodate their highly diverse
congregations. Some of these churches may havenaeso compromised over time that they should be
classified as cults.

Nevertheless, there are other churches, whiclntallthis non-denominational category, that areugsan
Bible-believing churches that ensure sound exposhdlical preaching from the pulpit as well ayeeent
vibrant worship, which more closely aligns themhatte first-century faith than can be found in afyhe
formal denominational churches that were estaldisheough theological compromise. The only way to
determine where each of these self-governing clesretands doctrinally is by listening critically ieany
sermons delivered from their pulpits as well as/v@osely examining their Sunday School subjecttenat
Some churches post their doctrinal statements Assvéheir sermons on a website, which allows leeber
to determine to some extent whether or not thaichiangs are Bible-based before attending, but theatity
of worship and fellowship can only be determinedalsyually attending their services. All of this easch



involves arduous effort and considerable time,ibcén also prove to be well worth the undertakidigny
of these churches are quite unique — closely appiog the ideal temporal church, the significattiladtes

of which we put forth in our March 2016 newsletter.
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