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In Comprehensively Reformed Christianity Book Il, Chapter 13.1 we began a section on thgestbf
Institutional Churchianity. Churchianity can best be defined as a corrupifddhristianity in which the church
itself becomes the primary object of worship exaagdny true worship of Jesus Christ. In ChapteR 1@
discussed sacramentalism, wherein ritual baptistntia Lord’s Supper became exclusive church ordesn
that were elevated as the only supposed meandvatisa to displace salvation by grace alone thiotagth
alone. In following chapters, we discussed theliegf@on of the Lord’s day through a false corriglat with
the Sabbath Day (cf. Newsletter, December 2013) thadlegalistic observance of various other religio
holidays by the temporal church. We then examineddly methods of financing utilized by the institanal
church to support its extended properties and ges along with the common practice of hiringdpai
ministers and directors to expand and manage clafi@ins both religious and financial.

All of this extra-biblical activity on a human seahas lead to a secular institutionalization oayosl
temporal church, through which it has largely alveadl true biblical Christianity and the exultatmnChrist
in favor of a humanistic religion that exults mankiand his accomplishments. This dense humanikiiatry
has overwhelmed them in everything that they dthes worship services increasingly become more-man
centered rather than God-centered. Replacing desgusitory teaching of the Bible from today’s ptdpwe
hear instead a sanitized version of Scripture $petifically tailored to motivate self-esteem amgigned to
offend no ones’ conscience (cf. 2Ti.4:3). Worshipsia has largely degenerated into a secular pesiocm
intended to satisfy the prideful nature of youngginerents, which are being taught that the chgrehpiace to
have fun — not a place of humble worship of themf§j\God. This expanding secular evil is demongiraig¢wo
of Jesus’ parables that are commonly referred tthegarable of the mustard seed and the parakieeof
leaven. Although these parables are directly apiplec to the broader interim kingdom of this age (cf
Newsletter March 2014), the temporal church, whglits anchor and cornerstone, is not immune te thi
expanding evil inasmuch as it must function witiiat kingdom through its imperfect human constitsien

Beginning with the parable of the mustard seedMtf13:31,32), we find that each pod of the mustard
plant is filled with thousands of tiny seeds barngbible to the naked eye, yet each tiny seed caw gto a
mature plant having a great and useful purposé&dmanner, it can be said that the Christiarhfaggan with
the teachings of one humble itinerant Jewish Ratatg, opposed the corrupt religious authority ofday, and
following his death on a Roman cross, his teachiag spread by a small group of insignificant memsigting
of simple fishermen, common labors, and even adécgax collector. As with a tiny mustard seeds thas
not an auspicious beginning for the growth of acessful worldwide movement when viewed from a human
perspective. Notwithstanding this humble beginningge Christianity through the intensive work oé tHoly
Spirit rapidly grew into a mature movement yieldisgbstantial influence through increasing numbédrs o
redeemed men and women who each in turn widelyilnistd the Gospel. So effective was this divine
message of peace that the expansion of Christiaady threatened to overcome the rampant polythtiam
was at the very foundation of the Roman Empires Thieat resulted in Roman persecution of Christ{gh
Book Ill, pages 94,95), which actually only spurith@ faith to even greater heights of purity asugee
believers abandoned the movement to be replacad mcreasing number of genuine believers.

When through a satanically inspired act of survitteé Roman Empire embraced the Christian
movement to smother and gain control over it, senphristianity became enveloped in a massive Roman
political institution (cf. Book Ill, Chapter 17.7Allegorically, the temporal church had grown frevhat was
once a useful garden plant that gave sweet flavdhe Gospel into the grotesque tree of churclyiahgt
overshadowed and choked out the true faith aew gn size and power. The institutionalized Romianrch
had little patience for the propagation of the @bs$prough peaceful discourse — replacing evangehgh an
aggressive effort to “convert” the unregeneratedssea by force if necessary. This placed believer an
unbeliever alike under the powerful authority o€ thorrupt Roman church hierarchy, which aspired to
aggrandizement. Roman institutionalized churchyabgcame the formidable enemy of true Christiaagyit
rapidly expanded into a worldwide parody of thetxisible Church (cf. Book lll, Chapter 17.11).

Many would have thought that institutionalized ahianity could not have survived the powerful
spiritual thrust of the Reformation Movement (cbd& Ill, chapters 18.1 and 18.2) once the all-inkgair



Pauline doctrine of the grace of God was restooetthé church through various reformers such asiWart
Luther and John Calvin. However, the concurrent&i@ance movement (cf. Book Ill, pages 219-224)
along with a strong nationalistic undercurrent wettied a parallel reform effort in Europe such thath of
the false doctrines, traditions, and mysticism @fatuld have been eradicated continued unabatdunwit
institutionalized state-sponsored churches. Ag leltarches sprang up in the undeveloped North Acaeri
continent, uninhibited by any established secutaregament, the biblical reform effort continued fon a
short while until it first became splintered thrbugild experiential evangelicalism (cf. Book lllage 329)
and religious liberalism, and then it once agaicabee stagnant through strong denominational obrstea

Mustard is not a staple food, but a condiment ihv@bmmonly added to food to enhance its flavor.
Add too much, and the food becomes rancid. In tik@nor, enticing philosophical teaching introduced t
make the Bible more attractive to the fallen massast eventually overwhelm Truth rendering it thesie
under its enticing error. While many true Christiastruggle to maintain the faith within the tempora
church’s secular structure, a far greater numbgasefido-believers seek a false refuge from conseian
an outward practice of religious ritual and ceregnonwhich sin continues to rule their lives. Thenporal
church is certainly not our mother such that we leok to her to provide life; Christ alone is ouud
salvation and certain refuge, not the great tretheftemporal church. Evil men who so frequentlgsto
within various places of authority in the brancluéghe temporal church seek to live off of the frand
flesh of the children of God. In return, they apgeedheir great appetite for evil, by injecting emg
doctrines and delusive rituals that differ gredtlym those contained in Holy Scripture — applidek lia
spiritual condiment to attract the unwary into tfusive web of churchianity.

Our Lord further demonstrated this expansion ofulsecevil within the interim kingdom and the
institutionalized church on earth more directlyhwitis parable of the leaven (cf. Mt.13:33). Leaisealways
representative of expanding evil, sin, and prideenvive read of it elsewhere in both the Old and New
Testament (cf. Ex. 12:15; Mt.16:6; 1C0.5:8 etcgsud used the word “leaven” to describe the hypcalri
doctrines and legalism of the Pharisees as wellhasmeaningless traditionalism of the Sadducees (cf
Mt.16:11,12; MKk.8:15). Even a small amount of fatsaching through committed repetition can oveetfaily
corrupt the Truth. As Jesus demonstrated in thighbe a very small amount of evil, sin, and religi pride
would be found hidden away within the interim Kiogal where it would eventually expand to overwhelm a
knowledge of Truth. Bread is leavened to improwettste; in the same way, simple faith is beingdead in
the temporal church through false teaching andsoeduituals to improve its general appeal. If Ean bread
continues on unchecked by the heat of the ovendaligh will become so corrupted that it is uneataid
must be thrown out. Likewise, a small amount of evthe kingdom and the church will eventually erg, if
unchecked by the truth of God’s Word, until therchuas well as the entire world becomes fully qoted.

Today’s temporal church has become greatly infegtiéu those who are not genuine Christians, and
they, not the elect, largely control those churdhesugh their highly organized political skills the United
States, all temporal churches must operate asudasemn-profit political organization under statntrol in
order to maintain a tax-deductible status; thisddrentanglement with human government has lettteased
secularization. Many churches today are much hiefirst century church of Laodicea that can ben see
prophetic of the church in our times (cf. Re. 32D4-Book lll, pages 87 and 93). They are swollethwi
religious pride and material wealth, but they anpaverished of the true faith that alone can ghent life.
Although professing to provide great insight inmath, they only perpetuate a spiritual blindneseugh their
false teaching (cf. Mt.15:14). They are but preterst secularized human institutions, which are e with
regard to any direct association with Christ — neas He stands outside their congregation knockiragdoor
of obstinate political religiosity that bars higrgrinto their midst (cf. Re.3:20).

Conversely, church doors remain wide open to anwise who will enter through them as visitors or
curiosity seekers. In many churches official mersbigris being unwisely offered to all who wish ¢mjtheir
ranks without any serious regard to their trueitsiair condition. This acceptance of the unsavethrgely
motivated by the increasing need of additionalrfees to support a growing church institution asdniorldly
holdings. For that reason, it is quite rare toaéemporal church reject anyone applying for mestbprwho
appears to be sufficiently sophisticated of thowgttt organizational ability and/or is affluent eglouo support



the church financially — as long as they are wgllta go through prescribed church initiation rigjaf course.
It is most unfortunate that the tradition of ritlaptism has become tle facto standard for admission over a
valid confession and example of redeemed faith asitrated through a regenerated lifestyle. Todageso
church leaders believe they can mold unbelieveostine Christians after they become bound to ttlepough
baptism, not realizing that the converse is trbat ts, the unregenerate will rapidly mold the chuinto an
organization of their own liking. Because of widesgal churchianity, many unbelievers finding theiadoc
activities of the temporal church quite pleasurable willing to recite any written confession odare any
initiation rite to join in the socializing and mienent of a church, which they envision as beingerlie an
exclusive religious country club. The pseudo-beliavarrowly sees God as a god of love, unrestraiyelis
many other attributes (cf. Book I, Chapter 2.1)pwiould not require us to be bound by any absohdeal
ethic that in any way opposes our human naturg¢hi&sadical thinking penetrates the church, wearbeghear
various philosophical desecrations replacing sdaiblical interpretation of Scripture from the puj@s more
biblically conservative pastors are subverted eraplaced by their worldly congregation.

Therefore, we find that a program of popular chuwalreach can soon become one of world in-reach.
Satan’s determined strategy is that of infiltrateomd corruption, which is far more effective thany airect
attack on the temporal church from without. Theesded in our temporal churches must have theirgigks
open for any subtle infiltration and adoption ofrlglty methods within the congregation in which thegide;
they must also stand firm in the doctrine of Chvigh their ears to the ground for any approacHatde
teaching. At first, there may be no detectable ghamn doctrinal teaching from the pulpit as wanlelss begins
to take hold in the greater congregation, but thellesoon be noticeable changes in corporate wprahd in
various methods and procedures as the church’®agprto solving problems and even toward evangelism
becomes more secular in form. Instead of a cristaady of Scripture text to gain correct insightGod's will
and purpose for our lives, church Bible studiesmsa@ak down into mindless recitation of writteeemts in
various reformed churches, while in more liberalrches, everyone is encouraged to express thesomer
opinion about some topic of interest without sogaalance into what God is really trying to sayterh in his
Word. Eventually worldly humanistic applications Bible verses and passages permanently displaee tru
expository interpretations of the text thus negdyivmpacting overall church doctrine.

Even a genuine believer, who is not deeply intcstbdy of God’s Word for himself, may initially nsis
smaller secular incursions and could easily aacepbr falsehoods for a time until the Holy Spigtns him in
through private Bible study. Therefore, the trukeler in today’s churches must be very carefultnoteglect
his own individual study of God’s Word. Only indilial Bible study allows the Holy Spirit to speaku®
personally through his Word in the quiet place of bearts where it can ultimately take root. Outspeal
understanding of all things must be consistentiettagainst the Word of God, and the indwellingyHEpirit
must validate the Word to our minds. To depend wponother sources for Truth is to court disastasinuch
as the messages from so many of our church pal@tao longer trustworthy. The growing ignorancenajor
Bible doctrines by rank and file Christians has tiefporal churches open to an external worldlierfce that
has rushed in to fill the void created by that igmze. As a consequence, the false prophet ofnighast
already occupies many of the pulpits of today'sgeral churches (cf. 1Jn.2:18).

As this newsletter is being written it is still pdde to find a few conservative churches thattyri
adhere to sound expository teaching of the Bildenftheir pulpits and make their worship servicéslabut
Christ alone. There we may find that members oMiséble Church are prominent if not altogetherlasive.
Nevertheless, today’s churches in general arelJargade up of constituents of a secular society dioanot
truly know Jesus as their savior — never havingetgwhe a spiritual rebirth from above — nor do tresily
care to know Him in any personal way, but only sghdally as a benevolent mascot having no real pawe
authority over their lives. In following monthly weletters, we shall discuss various false doctrimed
practices that have already resulted in a majarfittoday’s temporal churches straying away from gheat
truths of the faith leading toward their complegeidarization. This growing institutional corruptican be
expected to spread until the great departure frarirtie faith of the last days (the final greatsspsy) finally
overcomes all of the temporal churches on earttB@k Ill, pages 533ff). @rthur J. Smith, October 2014



