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In our June 2014 through August 2014 newslettersdiseussed biblically reformed soteriology in
considerable detail by comparing the five basidritoes leading up to the inescapable conclusionGaa alone
is the source as well as the agency of the eteahahtion of mankind from beginning to end. Becanfsagbvious
consequences this reformed doctrine poses forxthenges of present-day evangelicalism, which igdrbased
upon the delusive doctrine of Arminianism (cf. N&tter, May 2014), we shall now begin a candid usson of
the Gospel mandate as found in Scripture with dpebiblically reformed soteriology and espegiattgarding
limited atonement, which is difficult for so margydccept (cf. Newsletter July 2014).

When we think of the Gospel mandate, we immedidigly to the Gospel of Matthew in which Jesus
commissioned his apostles to propagate the Gaspmighout the entire world: “Go ye therefore, agach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fatied of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teachingnthe
observe all things whatsoever | have commanded god; lo, | am with you always, even unto the ehthe
world. Amen” (Mt. 28:19,20; cf. Mk.16:15). Protesta emerging from the great struggle for biblicath in the
Reformation Movement (cf. Book Ill, Chapters 18.8-2) were slow in reaching out to others with thesgel—
particularly to those living in foreign lands. Thpeevailing view of many in that day was that thee&r
Commission of Matthew 28 had been given directlly ¢o the apostles — a mission that they had coteglan
their lifetimes — and it was therefore not bindungon the Church at large in future ages. This ehdiew is
generally known today as hyper-Calvinism — hyperegtreme because it goes far beyond what biblical
soteriology, as it was stated by the followersabfrJCalvin (cf. Book I, page 235), intends andeats.

The hyper-Calvinist would say that inasmuch as &oeks men through a supernatural transformatian in
spiritual rebirth, which is predestined in eternttyere is absolutely no need for men to preaclGibgpel since
God can accomplish this conversion without humasistsce. This notion, however, is totally contrarythe
express teaching of Scripture, and at the humasat iiealso defies reason. As the Apostle Paul dtatduis epistle
to the Romans. “Whosoever shall call upon the nafmae Lord shall be saved” (R0.10:13). In the nisxd
verses he asks rhetorically, “How then shall thaiyan him in whom they have not believed? and kball they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and kball they hear without a preacher? And how shaly
preach, except they be sent” (R0.10:14,15)? Theeredd are not immediately translated into immdieah and
transported directly to Heaven as they are conygeliat are left to live out the remainder of thawortal lives here
on earth as a witness to the glory of God and Itilgyato save sinners. God has chosen his rede¢meark in
concert with the Holy Spirit through the propagatas the Gospel. While we must rightly state tihat &atonement
is limited to the elect, we, as mortal men, carexatude anyone from coming to Christ; for, we doaetermine
the elect, God has and does.

The faith that God freely gives to his own does sming to life until the Gospel is clearly recaivand
comprehended. While it is true that we must resgor@od’s offer of salvation in order to receivetiite human
response is brought about through an internal fafetith that is the consequence of God’s redempdioeady at
work in us through the Holy Spirit. In God’s timinipe chosen receive the light of Truth (cf. JALZ3by which
their sinful state is clearly revealed to their dsr(cf. Jn.16:8-11). To some this revelation caa very abrupt
and shocking awakening, while to others it becoamesitensely growing awareness over time. In eglent, we
come to realize that our sins, which emanate fremfallen sin nature, keep us from communion witlr o
Creator. God greatly loves us and desires to savbull absolutely abhors our sin that He must sévgrdge in
keeping with the purity of his divine nature. Sfiecacts of disobedience come to mind and certaiuo habits
are revealed as egregious sin against God evdreakeh Commandments suddenly rise up like a moutdai
condemn us (cf. Ex.19:12; 20:1-19; Ro.7:11). lalisolutely necessary that the elect first see thlers as
depraved sinners, even as God sees them (cf. GR®:5:10-18) such that they may come to loathetary
repent of all their sins. In turning away from @im, we immediately turn toward God to receiveat@ement of
Christ so graciously offered to us through the @bap those chosen to receive it from eternity.

The sinner is often miserable in his sin, but beirigerable does not ensure that he will ever ctyt@mu
God for salvation. His common solution to this degble condition is to commit more sin becauseithtite only
way he knows and is determined to continue in &.isinot convinced that his miserable state oftext® is
actually a result of his own sinfulness. Insteldré is a propensity to blame others, circumstamresven God
for the fault that is his own. Today’s evangelisaliplaces a great emphasis upon eliciting a “patst@cision for



Christ.” The unsaved are often preached to, pleadéd and sometimes worn into submission with high
emotional evangelistic messages and imploring raliigitations. All the sinner needs to do, theg #nld, is to
confess their “faith” in Jesus Christ and they Wwél “saved” thus ending all of their problems. @ftieis response
by the unsaved is made while experiencing an emaltibigh with the rational mind completely disengg-
having given no thought to the life-changing raaafions of such a decision. Others merely giveoirthe
pressures of Christian family and friends and neakalse confession just to “get them off their lsatkVe must
understand that an act of public pronouncemenbisanmeans by which salvation can be attained,ohlyt
confessed; we must first believe deep in our shiaisGod has raised up Jesus from the dead faotifession to
have any validity (cf. R0.10:9).

When presenting the Gospel to others, we must reveeeal the inevitable consequences of accepting
Christ as their savior in order to entice them tkena quick confession of faith. Rather, we mustdrelid and
honest about accepting Christ as Lord over ous|a® well (cf. Newsletter, November 2013). Whenaseept
Christ we indeed receive the wondrous blessingsaevhal salvation, but we also find that we mustr ltiee shame
of his cross wherever we go, and Satan will useviigdly constituents to humiliate us in an attengotiraw us
back under his ungodly influence. Accepting the wéyhe cross demolishes all that we may have posly
valued in this life to receive in its place an elyi new way of life that is completely alien torald nature and to
the world at large. Therefore, we find that in thatv way there is a very high worldly cost to payfbllowing
Christ — all of the false health and prosperityxkéag we hear so much about today to the contféry.Christian
life is not one of never-ending peace and healtivhith we can anticipate abundant material blessiiigs a
difficult spiritual struggle against the world, tidesires of the flesh, and Satanic powers in whiehmay very
well suffer severe and chronic health problemselsag incur great material loss — even poverty.

Due to wide-spread anti-Christian bias, believees@mmonly portrayed as intolerant bigots and even
wild-eyed terrorists when they take a strong metahd in opposition to decadent worldly notions aystems.
Because of this worldly bias we can all expecteiceive persecution in varying degrees — for sone@ eleath.
The newborn Christian who has not been properlyisgg of the cost of discipleship may not immedyabe
aware that he could suffer adverse consequencesideof various ethical stands that he must noe tak
response to the demands of his faith. He is nodiloagcepted into certain clubs and fraternitieshich he may
have once been welcomed. Certain worldly activitieg his co-workers or business associates enpy mo
longer be proper for a Christian to engage in, thaking him an outsider to them. Certain non-ettpcactices
and social requirements of his job or professi@nrew seen to be in direct conflict with his newsd faith. So
much so, that it may greatly affect his ability ftorction satisfactorily in the sphere of his cutrgosition.
Conflicts with unsaved superiors are quite possblevell, sometimes resulting in job loss and dvemcial ruin.

More often than not, Satan’s attack on the belisviaith is not launched through mortal enemies but
through the believer’s closest friends and relativeven members of his immediate family. As tloplpet Micah
said, “For the son dishonoureth the father, thegkau riseth up against her mother, the daughtEwnagainst
her mother in law; a man’s enemies are the mernsofwin house” (Mi.7:6). In many countries todayyi€ians
are hated to the extent that they are betrayedetsoes even to physical death, by members of dveir families
and close friends (cf. Mt.10:21). We are remindedlmat Jesus said: “Think not that | am come talgegace on
earth: | came not to send peace, but a sword” (NM84). A friend or family member’s attack can atsolaunched
out of genuine concern for the believer’s mentdl iveing. When Jesus spoke of the death He mufgrsieter,
with good intentions after the manner of men, reloukesus by saying, “Be it far from thee, Lords ghall not be
unto thee” (Mt.16:22). Jesus surely felt compassoward Peter’'s benevolent concern at that montmeritfor
Him to have given in to Peter’s concern would hbeen disastrous. We must not allow the concerrmamily
members or even our responsibilities toward theerfere with our Christian calling and our dailylkweavith God
in the Spirit of Christ. This is what Jesus waemafig to when He said, “He that loveth father astiner more
than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth @odaughter more than me is not worthy of me” {37).
Often it is the one with whom we have shared afigé that suddenly becomes an outsider to us, @nid whem.
The new believer, already deeply embroiled in titernal spiritual war within his or her own soul (dewsletter,
August 2013), has great difficulty in coping witls@ouse who cannot understand what he or sheng toough.
The result of that unreconciled conflict can ultieta lead to separation and divorce as the unllifersakes the
marriage relationship (ctnegual Unions, Book II, page 480; Newsletter February 2014).



Through all of this turmoil, the believer soon dgers what it is like to be in the world, but ndttioe
world. In the words of Jesus, “If the world hatelyge know that it hated me before it hated yoyelfvere of the
world, the world would love his own: but becauseaye not of the world, but | have chosen you ouhefworld,
therefore the world hateth you” (IJn.15:18,19). Eganown life must not be savored more than ouirelés do
God’s will. If it is, we will ultimately lose ourife and our eternal soul along with it (cf. Mt.15;2VIk.8:35;
Lu.9:24; Jn.12:25). We must completely die to saléckoning our old nature to be dead and burigdorder to
walk in newness of life. Jesus referred to this maiment to Him at all costs as “bearing our crogdien
following Him (cf. Lu.14:27; Mt.10:38; 16:24) — ewecrucified with Him that we may eternally live Him (cf.
R0.6:6-11). Nevertheless, while the sufferingsofiar faith that we may experience in this world great, they are
as nothing compared to the eternal blessings thabek forward to in our heavenly abode (cf. 2Cbr4t8).

In conclusion, we must understand that we are mstelvards of the Gospel not its owners such tleat w
can choose to dispense it only as we see fit (€6.9:16,17). As God has intrusted us as ambassaadbr$is
Gospel (cf. 2C0.5:20), so we must freely dispehs@d invest it in his power, not through someddispe that
our own clever abilities of speech and persuastmnoonvert anyone. We do not bring forth the inseaa saved
souls; God does that through a spiritual rebirthhisf elect as He sees fit (cf. 1C0.3:6,7). We aut the
instruments of God working under a holy mandatprésent the Gospel simply and plainly to any tleaatehears
to hear. Therefore, we must not limit our Christigitness to individuals, groups, or places wheremeg think
that the Gospel will be effectively heard since Gas often chosen the most unlikely people fromntiost
unlikely places to receive the gift of eternal séibn. As we go forth with the Gospel in an incnegly hostile
world, we know that it will at times fall on rockbe snatched up by vultures, and be sown amidshgho
Nevertheless, as God calls forth his own, it wildmwn on fertile soil (cf. Mt.13:4-8). We cannlgaely discern
in advance the person whom God is preparing tawedesince God is no respecter of persons oratibns (cf.
Ac.10:34,35). The door of salvation remains widerof any and all who will accept Jesus’ righteessrfor his
sin covering forsaking his own efforts to overcome corrupt fallen nature through ineffectual worksuly,
whosoever will come to Christ will be saved, andethat do so will be cast out (cf. Jn. 6:37)!

Although the atonement is not universal, the Gospetsage is intended for all men to hear without
exception. (Readlhe Gospel Invitation on the Home page of this website). Even the rejteolre to hear the plea
in which the love of God is so evident (cf. Jn.63:INevertheless, none that approach Christ for salvatiill
prove to be the reprobate who through their detexthidepravity are compelled to reject Him and one lfor
them until death overtakes them. While it is imgeeafor us to present the Gospel to everyone witlesception,
often repeatedly, we must not intentionally alltve tGGospel to be shamefully abused, affronted, enlgpcursed
(cf. Mt.7:6). When we attempt to communicate thesgigb to a person who is bent upon engaging in tieate
arguments to all biblical issues, we should imntetirdback off. Perhaps we have unwisely chosenoa fooe to
approach them and should consider returning létes;becomes a matter that can only be determimedigh
much prayer. However, a repeatedly hostile reattidhe Gospel more than likely means that we lamento a
self-confirmed reprobate for which there is absuho hope of redemption (cf. Lu.9:5; MKk.6:11).Mame faith
cannot come about through a process wherein waaexrfalse confession of faith through emotiomglisents
and nagging persistence from one who hates Godlyitsubjects the Gospel to unnecessary ridicule.

Therefore, those whom we hope to effectively readh the Gospel are not the reprobate who are
eternally lost by God’s design, but rather thoseceu® more properly refer to as the chosen losbsethivho have
been elected by God from eternity, but presentig themselves wandering outside the fold of Godhiwit
worldly system of unbelief due to their spiritughorance of the Gospel. Through the wide propagaifathe
Gospel, the chosen are apprehended in God’s ovimgtisuch that all will ultimately be found in CHrisot one
will be left to remain in a lost state (cf. Lu.15% Upon hearing the Gospel, often repeatedly,elbet must
ultimately accept the good news with great joy,levitine reprobate will continue to reject it as utiensense —
thus affirming his own condemnation. Thereforedgheat commission to clearly give out the Gospellitpeople
of every class, race, and nationality is not imgzhin any way by the doctrine of limited atonem@ie mission
is only more clearly defined such that we may bexzomore effective stewards in reaching the chos&oadfwith
the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ in this aggade. GArthur J. Smith, September 2014



